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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: PRIVATE KEEPERS OF THE HERITAGE 


Harry Salyards 


We live in institutionalized times. Where our forefathers had only State and 
Church, the former small enough to be managed through the ballot box, the latter 
susceptible to as many reformations as there were reformers, Americans today find 
themselves wedged among a host of institutions not of their own making. Being an 
irascible people, we register such protests as we can, against "Bureaucracy," and 
"Big Business," and "the Media," among others. But we seldom protest the insti- 
tutionalization of our heritage and history, being content to receive our histori- 
cal viewpoint not from a hands-on examination of the artefacts, but from what 
happens to be "on display" in our libraries and museums. And yet, I'm proud to 
say, we collectors of early American copper coins buck this trend. 

Let me make several points clear. I'm not knocking the legitimacy of true 
National Collections, as the Smithsonian or — apropos of numismatics — the ANS. I'm 
not supporting an elitism that would keep these things from the 'ignorant gaze of 
the great unwashed' — on the contrary, I believe historical artefacts should be as 
widely disseminated as possible. And I'm not contesting the economic facts of life 
that tend to make institutions the final resting places for Shakespeare First 
Folios and finest-known large cents. But, on the other hand, I don't know what 
purpose it serves, beyond priming the ego of hoarding, for the Folger Library to 
own 79 copies of the First Folio (and 57 of the Second, and 23 of the Third) ; or 
for museums B and C to compete fiercely for donations, in order to better duplicate 
what museum A already has; or why the material locked away out of view in a museum 
is somehow seen as serving a more worthwhile historical/cultural purpose than the 
same, locked up in the safe deposit box of a private collector, where at least 
there's access without elaborate ' credentials '.. .talk about elitism! 

In our collecting efforts, each of us is the private curator of a heritage. 

And each assemblage of early American copper, so viewed, becomes an historical 
testament to a time long past — its art, its technology, its economics. Taking the 
evidence of the coins themselves and pursuing those leads among contemporary printed 
source material, one comes to a far deeper understanding of pre-Civil War America, 
an understanding-in-depth impossible to achieve through casual perusal of a museum 
exhibit . 

And to be a curator, on these terms, is also to serve as a caretaker — as the 
latest in a chain of caretaker-owners going back, if we could follow it, to the 
Mint Act of February 21, 1857. For each of these coins in existence, after all, 
someone had to say 'no, I won't turn this in for one of those new White Cents.' 

At the first, of course, it might have been indifference or laziness which made the 
decision; but by the 1870 's, the copper cents and half cents were clearly no longer 
current coin, and the collector's instinct had to take it from there. That instinct 
has nourished a collecting tradition, in which cherished early coppers pass from one 
pair of private hands into another — and the upcoming sale of the Jack H. Robinson 
Collection will be its latest milestone, the latest opportunity for new 'private 
keepers of the heritage' to succeed to the old. 
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THE FUGIO CENT: 


DIE VARIETIES, DIE STATES, AND PRELIMINARY CENSUS 


PART TWO 

Michael S. McLaughlin 


This section of the Fugio files contains the club ray dies and allied 
reverses. These dies are considered to be last in order of emission of 
the series. 


Jim Spilman's research into the Fugio cent series has shown that the 
master obverse hub suffered severe damage in the area of the sun face, left 
sun rays, and portions of the dial plate ( Colonial Newsletter sequential 
page 179); whether due to rust, hub failure, or hub injury, these portions 
of the hub did not strike up on the die. This necessitated additional 
engraving work; the club rays and some of the underlying fine rays were cut 
into these dies after hubbing, in an effort to make the design serviceable. 
The sun face on obverse 3 and 4 was strengthened, and some attempt was 
made on all obverses to reconstruct the dial plate. 


The emission sequence of the club ray Fugios seems to have been 23-ZZ, 
24-MM, 5-F, 5-HH, and 2-C, followed by 3-D and 4-E. The color and texture 
of the planchets also seem to group the varieties 23-ZZ, 24-MM, 5-F, 5-HH, 
and 2-C together, with varieties 3-D and 4-E falling into another group. 
Workmanship on these dies also divides the varieties into these two 
groups, and it may be that these two groups were struck independently of 
one another . 


The two groups of club ray Fugios differ in another characteristic, 
namly number of survivors. The varieties in the first group are all quite 
r^re, with the 2-C being the most numerous (Rarity 6), while the varieties 
in the second group are much more plentiful. (For an in-depth article on 
the club ray Fugios, refer to the Colonial Newsletter , January 1967, 
pages 38-42.) 
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OBVERSE 2 


Club ray die: Meridian sun with concave 

end club rays of indeterminate number 
above sundial and base. Below base in 
exergue, in two lines, is MIND YOUR with 
BUSINESS below, FUCIO to left and 1787 to 
right. Cinquefoils before and after Fucio 
and date. Cinquefoils: M12.5, Ml, HI, H7 . 

C instead of G in Fugio. 


DIE STATES 

2(1) Lot 61 Stack's 2/75 

2(2) Die break: From right side of rays 

to third cinquefoil to base of 1. 

2(3) Die break: From middle of 8 to 

bottom of 7. Lot 259 BSR 12/75. 


STRIKE ORDER 

2(1)-C(1) 2(2)-C(l) 

BREAK- 


2(3)-C(l) 

BREAK- 


POPULATION/CENSUS/WEIGHTS 

2-C Rarity 6: 2XF, 3VF, IVG, 5G, 2AG 

Weights (grains ) : 156.00. 


SPECIMEN BANK (PLATES) 

2-C Stack's 6/73 Lot 859 
2/75 Lot 61 
4/76 Lot 135 
2/82 Lot 270 

Bowers & Ruddy 12/75 Lot 259 
NASCA 4/81 Lot 2411 
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COMMENTS 


This is a highly-prized variety due to the 
misspelling of Fugio to Fucio. The cliab 
ray Fugio varieties used a "C" punch instead 
of a "G" punch (the "G" punch used on the reg- 
ular fine ray dies presumably had broken or 
was lost) . After being impressed into the 
die, a cross stroke was added to complete the 
G. In the case of this die, however, through 
haste or oversight, the cross stroke was omitted. 

This obverse, even on high grade examples, dis- 
plays weakness, especially in the sun face 
and the periphery at 180 to 290 degrees. 

(ANOMALY) 

On page 53 of Taxay's Catalogue and Encyclo- 
pedia of U.S. Coins , a plate numbered C442, 
with the following description: Rays with 

concave ends. N.5F and N.5HH. Unique. The 
plate appears to be of a N.2C with the cross 
stroke added to the die. 
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REVERSE C 


Regular die: Closed chain of thirteen 

links successively overlapping from the 
outside in a counterclockwise direction. 
Within links a raised circular band incused 
with UNITED on the left and STATES on the 
right; separated by two incused cinquefoils. 
WE ARE ONE in three lines within band. 

W and E of WE widely spaced. First E tilts 
left. Cinquefoil under left foot of N. 


DIE STATES 

C(l) Lot 259 Bowers & Ruddy 12/75 


STRIKE ORDER 

C(l)-2(1) C(l)-2(2) C(l)-2(3) 

-BREAK -BREAK 

POPULATION/CENSUS/WEIGHTS 

C-2 Rarity 6: 2XF, 3VF, IVG, 5G, 2AG. 

VJeights (grains) : 156.00. 


SPECIMEN BANK (PLATES) 

C-2 NASCA 4/81 Lot 2411 

Stack's 6/73 Lot 859 
2/75 Lot 61 
4/76 Lot 135 
2/82 Lot 270 

Bowers & Ruddy 12/75 Lot 259 

No other die states or matings from 
this die are known to me. 
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obverse 3 


Cli±i ray die: Meridian sun with 15 club 

rays with convex ends above sundial and 
base. Below base in exergue is MIND YOUR 
on top line with BUSINESS below. FUGIO to 
left and 1787 to right of sundial. 
Cinquefoils before and after Fugio and 
date. Cinquefoils: H5.5, 05.5, 06.5, H6.5. 

I in MIND is high and tilts left, 
ornament in sundial's base dots I , I in 
business is low. 


DIE STATES 

3(1) Lot 1369 Stack's 5/83 

3(2) Die clash: with reverse D, Lot 646 

Pine Tree 10/75. 

3(3) Die break: Rim at 80 degrees between 

first 7 and 8 of date. Lot 1747 
Kagin's 9/78. 

3(4) Die clash: with reverse D. 


STRIKE ORDER 

3(1)-D(1) 3(3)-D(2) 3(3)-D(4) 

BREAK- -DIE WORK 

3(2)-D(2) 3(3)-D(3) 3(4)-D(5) 

CLASH-CLASH -REGROUND CLASH-CLASH 


POPULATION/CENSUS/WEIGHTS 

3-D Rarity 4: 7XF, 17VF, 17F, 6VG, 5G. 

Weights (grains) : 150.2, 139.7, 

149.1, 132.39. 


SPECIMEN BANK 
3-D Stack's 


(PLATES) 

2/75 Lot 62 
5/76 Lot 113 
9/79 Lot 622 
5/83 Lot 1369 
4/88 Lot 107 
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Bowers & Ruddy 1/75 Lot 51 
9/75 Lot 245 
10/78 Lot 36 
10/80 Lot 1497 
1/81 Lot 65 

New England 11/75 Lot 350 
7/77 Lot 9 

Pine Tree 10/75 Lot 646 
2/76 Lot 2169 

NASCA 4/81 Lot 2412 

Kagin's 9/78 Lot 1747 

Superior 10/79 Lot 39 

H. -Melnick 11/83 Lot 140 


A generally strong issue, although the sun 
face and right side numerals on the sundial often 
come weakly struck. (The right side numerals may 
not be visible even when both base lines shows.) 
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REVERSE D 


Regular die: Closed chain of thirteen 

links successively overlapping from the 
outside in a counterclockwise direction. 
Within links a raised circular band 
incused with UNITED on left and STATES on 
the right; separated by two incused 
cinquefoils. WE ARE ONE in three lines 
within band. W touches band at D in 
UNITED. A is low. O is large and low. 
Right upright of N is thin. Second, 
third, sixth, and seventh links show 
doubling. 


DIE 

STATES 


D(l) 

Lot 

1369 Stack's 5/83 


D (2) 

Die clash: with obverse 3. Lot 

Bowers & Ruddy 10/78. 

36 

D(3) 

Die 

reground: Lot 622 Stack's 

9/79 

D(4) 

Die 

work: Lower links strengthened 

D(5) 

Die 

clash: with obverse 3. 



STRIKE ORDER 
D(l)-3(1) 

D(2)-3(2) 

CLASH-CLASH 


D(2)-3(3) 

-BREAK 

D(3)-3(3) 

REGROUND- 


D(4)-3(3) 
DIE WORK- 

D(5)-3(4) 

CLASH-CLASH 


POPULATION/CENSUS/WEIGHTS 

D-3 Rarity 4: 7XF, 17VF, 17F, 6VG, 5G 

Weights (grains) : 150.2, 139.7, 

149.1, 132.39. 


SPECIMEN BANK (PLATES) 

D-3 NASCA 4/81 Lot 2412 

Pine Tree 10/75 Lot 646 
2/76 Lot 2169 
Kaqin's 9/78 Lot 1747 
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Bowers & Ruddy 1/75 Lot 51 
9/75 Lot 245 
10/78 Lot 36 
10/80 Lot 1497 
1/81 Lot 65 
Superior 10/79 Lot 39 


Stack's 2/75 

Lot 

62 

5/76 

Lot 

113 

9/79 

Lot 

622 

5/83 

Lot 

1369 

4/88 

Lot 

107 

New England 

11/75 

Lot 


7/77 Lot 9 

H. Melnick 11/83 Lot 140 

The doubled links are the result of doubled 
hubbing . 
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OBVERSE 4 


Club ray die: Meridian sun with 12(?) 

club rays with convex ends above sundial 
and base. Below base in exergue on top 
line is MIND YOUR with BUSINESS below. 
FUGIO to left and 1787 to right of 
sundial. Cinquefoils: Hi, 06, 012.5 06. 

Club ray touches third cinquefoil. Top of 
D is low and tilts right. Y of YOUR is 
distant. Ornament under IN of BUSINESS. 


DIE 

STATES 




4(1) 

Lot 




4(2) 

Die chip: Bottom 

lobe 

of 8 

in date. 


Lot 183 Stack's 

6/75 



4(3) 

Die break: Field 

left 

side 

between 


sundial and 10 of 

FUGIO 

Lot 517 


Superior 6/75. 

STRIKE ORDER 

4(1)-E(1) 4(2)-E(l) 4(3)-E(l) 

CHIP- BREAK- 


POPULATION/CENSUS/WEIGHTS 

4-E Rarity 4: 5XF, 13VF, 7F, SVG, 2G 

Weights (grains) : 162.1, 152.8, 145.4 

149.3, 142.42. 


SPECIMEN BANK (PLATES) 

4-E Stack's 6/75 Lot 183 
12/83 Lot 413 

Superior 6/75 Lot 517 

Pine Tree 10/75 Lot 648 
2/76 Lot 2170 

Bowers & Ruddy 10/80 Lot 1498 
7/81 Lot 384 

Bowers & Merena 8/83 Lot 159 
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NASCA 4/81 Lot 24X3 


J. Lepczyk 9/83 Lot 11 


This variety comes with all elements 
nicely snnk into the die except the sun 
face which is usually weakly struck. It 
is unclear to me whether the blob in the 
numeral eight was caused by a filled die or 
a broken punch. Almost never seen without 
a planchet clip, striae also plague this 
variety. 
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REVERSE E 


Regular die: Closed chain of thirteen 

links successively overlapping from the 
outside in a counterclockwise direction. 
Within links a raised circular band 
incused with UNITED on the left and 
STATES on the right; separated by two 
incused cinquefoils. WE ARE ONE in three 
lines within band. Similar to reverse D 
except W does not touch band and 
cinquefoil in band is under left foot of 
N. No doubling of links. 


DIE STATES 

E(l) Lot 517 Superior 6/75 


STRIKE ORDER 

E(l)-4(1) E(l)-4(2) E(l)-4(3) 

-CHIP -BREAK 


POPULATION/CENSUS/WEIGHTS 

E-4 Rarity 4: 5XF, 13VF, 7F, SVG, 2G 

Weights (grains) : 162.1, 152.8, 

145.4, 149.3, 142.42. 


SPECIMEN BANK (PLATES) 

E-4 NASCA 4/81 Lot 2413 

Pine Tree 10/75 Lot 548 
2/76 Lot 2170 

Stack's 6/75 Lot 183 
12/83 Lot 413 

Bowers & Ruddy 10/80 Lot 1498 
7/81 Lot 384 

Bowers & Merena 8/83 Lot 159 
Superior 6/75 Lot 517 
J. Lepczyk 9/83 Lot 11 
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OBVERSE 5 


Club ray die: Meridian sun with 13(?) club 

rays with concave ends above sundial with 
base. Below base in exergue is MIND YOUR 
on top line with BUSINESS below. FUGIO to 
left and 1787 to right of sundial. Cinque- 
foils before and after date. Cinquefoils: 
H5.5, Mil. 5, Ml, Hll. Period and second 
cinquefoil close to O of FUGIO. I of MIND 
tilts left. Last S is low. M is low. 


DIE STATES 

5(1) Lot 414 Stack's 12/83 

STRIKE ORDER 
5(1)-F(1) 

5(1)-HH(1) 

POPULATION/CENSUS/WEIGHTS 

5-F Rarity 7: IVF, 2F 

Weights (grains) : 169.8 

5-HH Rarity 8: IXF, IVF 

Weights (grains) ; 166.5 


SPECIMEN BANK (PLATES) 


5-F 

Stack ' s 

12/83 

Lot 

414 

5-HH 

Stack ' s 

3/75 

Lot 

739 



4/76 

Lot 

136 


An extremely rare and sought after 
variety. It has some die characteristics 
which differentiate it from other club ray 
obverses, such as the sevens in the date 
and cross hatching in the base of the sun- 
dial . 
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REVERSE F 


Regular die: Closed chain of thirteen 

links successively overlapping from the 
outside in a counterclockwise direction. 
Within links a raised circular band 
incused with UNITED on the left and 
STATES on the right; separated by two 
incused cinquefoils. WE ARE ONE in three 
lines within band. Last E touches band. 
ARE closer to WE than ONE. Cinquefoil 
under center of N. 


DIE STATES 

F(l) Lot 414 Stack's 12/83 

STRIKE ORDER 
F(l)-5(1) 

POPULATION/CENSUS/WEIGHTS 

F-5 Rarity 7: IVF, 2F 

Weights (grains) : 169.8 

SPECIMEN BANK (PLATES) 

F-5 Stack's 12/83 Lot 414 
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REVERSE HH 


Regular die; Closed chain of thirteen 
links successively overlapping from the 
outside in a counterclockwise direction. 
Within links a raised circular band 
incused with UNITED on left and STATES 
on the right; separated by two incused 
cinquefoils. WE ARE ONE in three lines 
within band. First E higher than W. R 
closer to second E. N lower than O and 
tilts left. Baseline of A points to I of 
UNITED in band. 


DIE STATES 

HH(1) Lot 739 Stack's 3/75 


STRIKE ORDER 
HH(l)-5 (1) 


POPULATION/CENSUS/WEIGHTS 

HH-5 Rarity 8: IXF , IVF 

Weights (grains) : 166.5 


SPECIMEN BANK (PLATES) 

HH-5 Stack's 3/75 Lot 739 

4/76 Lot 136 
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OBVERSE 23 


Club ray die: Meridian sun with 12 (?) club 

rays with convex ends above sundial and 
base. Below base within exergue is MIND 
YOUR on top line with BUSINESS below. 

FUCIO left and 1787 to right of sundial. 
Cinquefoils before and after FUCIO and 
date. Cinquefoils; MO, L6 , Ml, HI. C 
instead of G in FUGIO. D and 0 are low. 


DIE STATES 

23(1) Page 153, Colonial Newsletter 

STRIKE ORDER 
23 (1) -ZZ (1) 

POPULATI ON/CENSUS/WEI GHTS 

23-ZZ Rarity 8: IVG 

Weight (grains) : 159.0. 

SPECIMEN BANK (PLATES) 

23-ZZ Colonial Newsletter page 153 


Although quoted by Kessler as a rarity 8 
variety with 1 known, in the Catalogue 
and Encyclopedia of U.S. Coins by Taxay, 
it is quoted as a rarity 7 variety. 
Discovered in late 1963 by Ted Craige. 
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REVERSE ZZ 


Regular die: Closed chain of thirteen 

links successively overlapping from the 
outside in a counterclockwise direction. 
Within links a raised circular band 
incused with UNITED on the left and 
STATES on the right; separated by two 
incused cinquefoils. WE ARE ONE in three 
lines within band. Letters of WE touch 
band. Third E touches band. All letters 
inside band except the 0 are blobby. 


DIE STATES 

ZZ(1) Page 153, Colonial Newsletter 

STRIKE ORDER 
ZZ(1)-23(1) 

POPULATION/CENSUS/WEIGHTS 

ZZ-23 Rarity 8: IVG 

Weight (grains) : 159.0. 

SPECIMEN BANK (PLATES) 

ZZ-23 Colonial Newsletter page 153 


Discovered in late 1963 by Ted Craige. 
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OBVERSE 24 


Club ray die: Meridian sun with 12(?) 

club rays with concave ends above sundial 
with base. Below base in exergue is MIND 
YOUR on top line with BUSINESS below. 

FUGIO to left and 1787 to right of sundial. 
Cinquefoils before and after Fugio and 
date. Cinquefoils: Hll, Mil. 5, Hll, H6. 

Y high and distant, right upright of N 
in BUSINESS below Y, dash below BUSINESS. 
Full uprights to sevens in date. 


DIE STATES 

24(1) Page 677, Colonial Newsletter 

STRIKE ORDER 
24 (l)-MM(l) 

POPULATION/CENSUS/WEIGHTS 

24-MM Rarity 8: IVG 

Weight (grains) : unknown. 


SPECIMEN BANK (PLATES) 

24-MM Colonial Newsletter page 677 


The most recently discovered Fugio cent 
variety. Currently (1988) unique. 
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REVERSE 


Regular die: Closed chain of thirteen 

links successively overlapping from the 
outside in a counterclockwise direction. 
Within links a raised circular band 
incused with STATES on the left and 
UNITED on the right; separated by two 
raised cinquefoils. WE ARE ONE in three 
lines within band. W touches band and 
tilts right. First E tilts slightly left. 


DIE STATES 

MM(1) Page 677, Colonial Newsletter 

STRIKE ORDER 
m(l) -24 (1) 

POPULATION/CENSUS/WEIGHTS 

MM-24 Rarity 8: IVG 

Weight (grains) : unknown. 

SPECIMEN BANK (PLATES) 

MM-24 colonial Newsletter page 677 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 

************* 
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FIXED PRICE LISTS OFFER INSIGHT INTO NUMISMATICS 1900-1929 


Pete Smith 


I have had the opportunity to review dealer fixed price lists from the 
collection of Remy Bourne. In the July issue of Penny-Wise I described things 
I found in lists issued in the nineteenth century. In this issue I will 
discuss lists from the period 1900 through 1929. Some things I found 
interesting relate to copper coins. Other areas of interest may only relate to 
the dealers of the time or the way they did business. I hope that what I found 
interesting will be of interest to others. 

There is a wide range of quality and content found in the price lists of the 
period. They range from hardbound books to single sheet broadsides. In 
general terms the quality of the lists had not improved greatly over those 
produced near the end of the previous century. Most of the lists were undated. 

A few of the major dealers produced numbered lists that at least provide a 
sequence of issue. Line drawings were still used instead of photographs. The 
source of the drawings was not identified. They show up in many different 
publications. Wherever they came from, they replaced the Crosby drawings that 
were found in many previous lists. 

One of the more extensive lists was The Elder Rare Coin Book published in 1913. 
It contained premium (buying) lists for American, Canadian, English, Irish, and 
Scotch coins. In addition it contained extensive text on topics such as the 
history of coinage, minting of coins, tokens and private coins, conditions of 
coins, and numismatic terms. Perhaps a third of the book was devoted to line 
drawings of U. S., Canadian, and British coins. 

The Guttag Bros, published a buying list Illustrated Coins in 1927. The 
illustrations were line drawings. The text includes this claim, "We have in 
stock practically all the coins herein listed." Later it indicated that prices 
noted were buying prices for coins in uncirculated condition. Here are some 
examples of what they would pay: 


Half Cent 1796 With Pole $30.00 
Half Cent 1796 Without Pole $30.00 
Half Cents 1803 - 1810 .30 
Half Cent 1831 $20.00 
Half Cents 1836 - 1848 $20.00 
Half Cents 1853 - 1857 .15 
1793 (Cent) Strawberry Sprig Wreath $25.00 
1799 Over 1798 Fillet Head $25.00 
1799 Fillet Head $25.00 
Large Cents 1824 - 1829 .30 
Large Cents 1830 - 1856 .15 


The section on Pioneer Gold was very extensive, as was the Colonial Section. 
The Colonial descriptions include obverse and reverse legends as shown below. 

Obv. An axe J. CUT. MY. WAY. THROUGH 
Rev. THE WHEELS GOES ROUMD $150.00 

1783 Silver. Obv. Eye, thirteen points and stars NOVA CONSTELLATIO * 

Rev. U. S. 1000 Wreath LIBERTAS. JUSTITIA 500.00 

(The 500 and 100 denominations in silver at the same price) 
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1787 Gold. Obv. Brasher, sun, mountain, water. Rev Eagle 13 stars 
UNUM * E * PLURIBUS * 1000.00 

1792 Silver Center Cent. Obv. Head. LIBERTY PARENT OF SCIENCE AND INDUST. 

Rev. ONE CENT within wreath UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 1/100 75.00 

1792 Obv. Head LIBERTY PARENT OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY. BIRCH on bust 
Rev. Within Wreath ONE CENT. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Edge TO BE ESTEEMED * BE USEFUL 100.00 

1792 Obv. Head. LIBERTY Eagle Standing on Globe 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 100.00 

Remember the prices offered were for coins in uncirculated condition. The 
published price was meaningless if the coins did not exist in uncirculated 
condition or if all known specimens were off the market. It may be unfair to 
only point out amusing and unrealistic prices. The majority of the list had 
coins that could be found in the numismatic marketplace. Examples include 
common varieties of Connecticut Cents at .30 each, Fugios at .25, Massachusetts 
Half Cents at .75, Massachusetts Cents at .25, New Jersey Cents at .30, Vermont 
Landscapes at $2.50, and Vermont portraits at .50 each. Buying prices for other 
Colonials included Talbot Allum and Lee Cents for $1.00, Kentucky Cents for 
.50, Rosa Americana $1.00, Albany Church Penny .75, London Elephant halfpenny 
.25, Bar Cent $2.25, and 1721 Colonies Francoises .35. 

The Money and Stamp Brokerage Company, Incorporated published The Money and 
Stamp Manual in both a hardbound and softbound version. Although the hardbound 
book has 1909 stamped on the spine, it listed prices for coins produced through 
1911. It provides an interesting insight into coin buying strategies of the 
period. The book encourages people to search for old coins: 

"Many a large sum, occasionally a veritable fortune, has been realized by a 
person who has taken the trouble to overhaul the contents of old trunks, 
desks or portmanteaus which have lain untouched for generations in attics or 
elsewhere . " 

Later the book explained how a person could profit by buying coins from others. 

"Assuming that you are interested, as a vocation or avocation, in collecting 
rare coins and old postage stamps which you will sell to us at a profit, 
according to the prices, conditions, etc., given in this volume, we offer you 
an important aid. Read about it. 

We publish a little book called the Bijou Coin and Stamp Premium Guide . It 
sells at ten cents, is carefully compiled, neatly printed, illustrated and 
in attractive colored covers. 

The Bijou Coin and Stamp Premium Guide contains lists of rare coins and 
stamps with buying prices. These prices are carefully fixed considerably 
lower than what we will pay you so that you can buy at the prices named in 
the Bijou book and resell to the Money & Stamp Brokerage Co at a fair 
profit. Of course you can see the advantage of this. 
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Our name does not appear upon the Bijou Coin and Stamp Premium Guide . Your 
name and address is to be put on the front cover with a rubber stamp. By 
using a black ink pad, it will look as if your name had been printed on - 
i.e. to all appearances, you are the publisher of the book. 

In another area of the book it stated, "We do not keep stocks of coins or 
stamps for retail sale, as we chiefly supply dealers..." A multiple level 
buying network had been created. Collectors could use the Bijou book to buy 
from local sources. They sold at a profit to the brokerage company for prices 
listed in The Money and Stamp Manual . The brokerage company resold at a profit 
to dealers who probably also intended to make a profit. 

This book listed prices for various amounts of copies of the Bijou book. 

People were encouraged to buy multiple copies for resale. 

"Employ agents, boys and others to sell the Bijou Coin and Stamp Premium 
Guide at ten cents per book. You can offer a commission of five cents on 
every copy so that the agent, by paying you 60 cents per dozen, also earns 
60 cents. 

Boys can easily earn one or two dollars weekly after school hours by 
selling the Bijou Coin and Stamp Guide to storekeepers, conductors, 
carpenters, workmen and all others who handle money - and who doesn t. 

Yet more important is the fact that you will, by this scheme have the 
benefit of many pairs of eyes in your locality, all looking for coins and 
stamps! Thus you can cover a wide field, far greater than if you work 
alone. Invest in a packet of books and start a profitable enterprise." 

The premium list had become a profit making item. There are examples of lists 
published by one company and overprinted with the name of another company. The 
Guttag Bros, list mentioned earlier was overprinted with the name of the Coin 
and Stamp Exchange of Omaha and priced at 75 cents. Bourne has been collecting 
every fixed price list available and does not have an example of the Bijou book 
in his collection. Despite the promotion of these for resale, there cannot be 
many of them that were sold and have survived in numismatic libraries. 

The copper coin collector intending to use fixed price lists for research would 
find that many are of little or no value. Some showed only a general type, a 
date, a grade, and a price. There was no indication if these represented real 
coins in stock. Unplated coins with minimal descriptions are difficult to 
trace for pedigree research. The dealer may have produced only a single list. 

For the larger dealers a series of lists will give some indication of the coins 
they stocked and their importance to the copper coin market. Following are 
some observations on the lists produced by a few of the significant dealers. 

An undated (after 1914) sale by Barney Bluestone featured "A Magnificent 
Collection" at fixed prices. It had about 300 lots of Large Cents. The 1793 's 
were described according to Crosby numbers, the 1794 's were described according 
to Hays, 1796 was by Gilbert, 1797 through 1814 by Doughty, and 1816 through 
1857 was by Andrews. Over 40 lots of Half Cents were described by Gilbert 
numbers. The expensive coins included a 1799 Large Cent about Extremely Fine 
for $225 and an 1804 described as practically Unc for $175. Common uncirculated 
middle dates were priced at $2.50 to $4,50. Uncirculated late dates were 
offered at $1.25 to $2.50. Rare varieties brought better prices. 
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The William Hesslein catalogues had extensive offerings of Large Cents, Half 
Cents, Colonials, and Hard Times Tokens. The descriptions, however, were minimal. 
Common middle date Unc Large Cents were .85. Late date Uncs were .25 and up. 

A Franklin Press penny was $1.50 in Unc. A Bar Cent was $5.50 in VF. A London 
Elephant penny in XF was $2.10. A TAL cent was .95 in VF . 

Wayte Raymond issued lists from South Norwalk, Connecticut through 1911. His 
fixed price list No. 8 of 1911 had a good selection of Large Cents and Hard 
Times Tokens with good descriptions. Some HTT's were as inexpensive as .35 in 
Uncirculated. A Low 61 in Very Fine was $20.00. Low 128 was $25.00 in Very 
Fine. By 1912, The United States Coin Co., Inc. was operating in New York City. 

List Number Two of 1912 had another good list of HTT's, which still included some 
pieces listed in 1911. New listings included Low 96 (R7) Unc for $100.00; Low 7 
(R6) in copper Unc for $50.00; and Low 146 (R6) in Very Fine for $50.00. 

Elmer Sears offered a good selection of Large Cents with minimal descriptions. 
One interesting piece was described: 

"1793 Liberty Cap. The counterfeit made years ago by Smith of Ann St. NY. 

Very Fine and very rare 7.50" 

Another Sears list had this offer: , 

"Blank planchet to take the place of 1815 for which year no cents were 
struck .50." 

The St. Louis Stamp and Coin lists had a fair selection of Large Cents and Half 
Cents with minimal descriptions. The selection of Colonials was poor and Hard 
Times Tokens even worse. The selection and descriptions improved somewhat with 
later lists. Half Cents from the 1850's were .30 to .50 in Unc. Late Date 
cents in Unc were .30 up. An 1823 Restrike Cent in Unc was offered at $2.50. 

Steigerwalt continued to issue lists into this period. His lists became less 
regular following an illness and ended with his death March 29, 1912. 

I enjoyed the lists produced by Max Mehl. They have a chatty style and 
different items offered in each list. Mehl may have been the first dealer 
to take the step from selling to marketing. Out of all the lists I reviewed, 
he was the only dealer who did not just list coins but promoted them with 
interesting comments and historical background. He frequently offered bulk 
lots of large cents and starter sets of different dates. One copper bargain 
was offered in Mehl ' s Coin Circular of January 1923. It included my favorite 
quote of the period: 

"I have a lot of 500 large copper cents - poor and holed - I don't know what 
they are good for. I want five dollars for the lot - you pay the freight. 

At that price they are cheap enough to throw at cats." 

In July, 1922 Mehl offered a 1795 Jefferson Head Cent in VG for $8.50. In 
December, 1927 he had another Jefferson Head, obverse Good, reverse Poor, for 
$1.25. His March, 1927 list had a nice selection of middle date large cents 
listed by Andrews numbers. An 1816 A-2 nearly uncirculated was $4.25; an 1818 
A-3 in Fine was $4.20; an 1836 described as not in Andrews was $1.25 in Fine; 
and the 1839 over 1836 A-1 was $3.75 in Good. Most were priced under $2.00. 
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Does an uncirculated 1799 cent exist? Mehl claimed in 1927 that one had sold 
for $2500. He had one with slightly more wear available at $25. Mehl's list of 
March 1924 had 41 specimens of 1794 cents. The most expensive was a Hays 41 
(S-38) very fair to good at $9.40. A Hays 25 (S-27) good over fair was listed at 
$4.10. A Hays 46 (S-64) and Hays 47 (S-45) in good were each offered at $2.10. 

Mehl produced a numismatic and literary milestone with his fixed price list of 
the George French collection of Large Cents. This sale is well known among 
large cent collectors and is considered one of the references that should be 
included in any copper collector's library. The French name shows up on the 
pedigree of many condition census pieces. The collection had 832 different 
specimens and was described as: 

"The Recognized Finest and, as a Whole, Most Complete Collection of Its 
Kind Ever Formed" 

The catalogue is undated but has been reported as issued in 1929. The economic 
depression which was soon to follow was not a good time to sell coins. It has 
been reported that the $50,000 paid for the collection was the highest amount 
paid for a single series of coins. I have not seen an analysis of the success 
of the sale. It was not an immediate sell-out. Mehl retained some of the 
coins for sale later. Others were apparently bought and held by T. James Clark 
who sold them after economic times improved in the 1940' s. 

The cents of 1794 were to be sold together as a group. There were 69 examples 
of 1794 including Hays 59 (S-37) , incorrectly reported as unique, and Hays 60 (NC-3) 
which is still unique. The French 'S-37 passed through Sheldon to the ANS col- 
lection as an AU-50. The NC-3 also went through Sheldon to ANS as a VG8. 

Hundreds of the coins were uncirculated with many described as proof. Lot no. 1 
was nothing less than 1793 Crosby 1-C (S-2) in Uncirculated for $850. Uncirculated 
1794' s could be had for $125; the 1804 was $400; the 1807 small overdate (S-272) 
was only an AU55, but still had a price tage of $450. The 1811 in Unc was $150, 
while the 1814 was only $15. An 1818 A-10 and 1820 A-10 were $2.25; most of the 
rest from 1816 to 1819 were in the $5.50 to $15 range. Some cents from the 20's 
were a bit more difficult to find in Mint State and were priced in the $25 to 
$40.00 range; The 30's had Uncirculated coins in the $15.00 to $30.00 range; the 
40's were $5.00 to $10.00; and prices for the 50's were as low as $1.50 to $2.00. 

Sheldon had not yet developed the numerical grading system. The French coins 
were just called Uncirculated with an occasional added adjective, "beautiful." 

The prices asked were more than what other dealers were asking. Quality was 
expensive. The limited success of the sale might indicate that collectors of 
the time had not yet realized the value found in quality coins. 

The dealers of this period include some with a solid place in numismatic 
history and others who can best be forgotten. Some would already have been 
forgotten if their published lists had not survived. The Bourne collection 
provides an historical record for both the important and obscure dealers. 

************* 
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LATE DATE CENT UPDATE 


Bob Gre liman 


The upcoming sale of the Jack H. Robinson collection of half cents and large 
cents (Superior Galleries, 29-30 January, 1989) should provide another feast for 
cent lovers. Although his late date cents don't quite measure up to the fabulous 
quality of his early and middle dates, they nonetheless offer a great opportunity 
to collectors of the late date series. This group is nearly complete in the non- 
proofs (with many of the proof-only varieties included) and I have arranged to 
fill in the "holes" to make this sale the first to offer every known non-proof 
variety from 1840-1857. 


Over the years I have attributed several thousand late date cents for Jack, 
and many important pieces in his collection were "discovered" in this manner. In 
addition, his late dates formed the basis for much of the information contained 
in the Attribution Guide for this series. Jack and Superior have asked me to 
assist in preparing the late date portion of the auction catalog, and I'm looking 
forward to the challenge. Superior is going the extra mile to make this sale a 
landmark event for copper collectors. 


The response to my offer to attribute late date cents for EAC members has 
been great. Even "old timers" are using the service. If you want help with your 
late dates, see my ad in "Swaps and Sales" for details. 


Three important discoveries were made since the last update. First, Tom R. 
Wagemaker found an example of 1847 N-11 with a single rim break at stars 9-10. 
This proves the obverse rim broke in two stages: first over stars 9-10 and later 
over stars 10-11. He also turned up a very early die state example of 1847 N-14. 
This piece has proof-like surfaces, no reverse cracks, and no_ lines through the O 
in OF. We always assumed those lines were present from the beginning, but they 
must have been added soon after the marriage began. Change your attribution 
guides accordingly. The final discovery involves the condition census. I 
turned up a VF-25 example of 1848 N-42 at a local show last month. The census 
for this very tough variety is now 55 (JRF) -40 (REN) -35 (RSB) -25 (GMR) -25 ( JRG) . In 
addition, about 10 lower grade examples are known, plus a nice VF that is 20% off 
center . 


That's all for this update. If you find a significant late date cent (new die 
state, rare variety, possible new variety), please let me know about it. My 
address is in "Swaps and Sales." 


************* 
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CONCERNING THE SALE OF MY COLLECTION, CQR, AND RELATED MATTERS 


Jack H. Robinson 

There may be a lot of confusion in the minds of various people over recent 
events, and what may appear to be a change in direction by Jack H. Robinson in 
several areas having an impact on the EAC community in general. Rumors are vicious 
things and, perhaps, the best way to avoid such nasty things is to simply attempt 
to set the record straight by offering an explanation. Since I am the source 
and the cause of the various elements involved, could there be any better source 
of explanation? Only if I don't tell the truth, and I guess that the way life is, 
there will be people who will start rumors that even the word from the horse s 
mouth" isn't good enough. But those people who have come to know me understand 
that I try very hard to "tell it like it is" — for which my editorials in CQR and 
other forums serve as evidence. Each person must sift through any information 
available to him to arrive at the truth that is clearest for himself, based upon 
how much data he really has available. Partial truths only tend to confuse issues 
further . 

The first issue relates to "Copper Quotes by Robinson," having commonly come 
to be known as CQR. This endeavor was started in early-to-mid 1983, with the 
sole purpose being to aid the membership of EAC in their pursuit of happy and 
joyful collecting. I had made the observation on many occasions that too few 
people had knowledge in enough areas of Early American Copper collecting to be 
able to survive without having to experience some form of embarrassment, financial 
loss or other discomfort, that would detract from the original purpose of being 
involved with EAC. In my opinion, some of the people "with the knowledge" shared 

openly and to the benefit of others, while others used CQR was intended, and 

is intended, to offer people an independent source of guidelines, upon which to 
draw for aid in the never-ending subjective decisions that come with collecting 
Copper, especially in the financial arena. 

Suffice it to say, this obviously stepped on some toes. As a strong player 
myself in the arena of copper collecting, many viewed my contribution as "self- 
serving" (he publishes low values so he can buy cheap) , or "self-fulfilling" (if 
it's in "Redbook" or "Grey Sheet" that's what it will be). On the other hand, 
those that have knowledge now find themselves confronted with people referring 
to a document when asked the question. How much? And, the document isn't Grey 
Sheet anymore, it's CQR, and damn, he's going to charge me a high price because 
the word is out. Or he won't sell the blessed thing until he has had it attributed 
and can refer to CQR - no more cherrypicking! 

Then I introduced condition levels in addition to grading, and became subject 
to even more ire on the part of some individuals. And who would ever dream of using 
the term "Scudzy" in open forum! It's like a disease that everyone knows exists 
but no one wants to have. But a lot of "knowledgeable" people seem to want to 
push "Scudzy" coins with a net grade as though they were comparable to any other 
coin in that same net grade. And here we talk cash, coin-of-the-realm, money — 
the financial side of collecting, that part that no one is supposed to consider 
because it is only secondary to the enjoyment of collecting. 

Indeed, some truth; but for the most part, what nonsense! The intent was and 
is to help the masses (especially the new player who wants to enjoy the special 
lure of EAC), while letting those affected few simply fend for themselves. Am I 
not one of those affected, myself? Of course I am. Well, I certainly CAN fend 
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for myself. And yes, I do have thick skin, and can and have endured the passing 
shots taken by some individuals. Sometimes this has been difficult, and I ve 
needed assurances from friends that, "Jack, you know CQR is the right thing to do. 

But, there came a time that it was not simply the individual doing the talking, 
but the organizational level, or at least the appear ance of it being the organi- 
zational level of EAC. There is a limit to what a person may choose to endure, 
and I reached mine. I took my ball and went home. 

I thank all of you who responded, both in writing and verbally. The written 
responses were of far more importance to me — as the well-known phrase states, 

"talk is cheap." But there were many who took the time, not only to write to me, 
but to take even more time and write to P-W. Thank you alll 


The best way that I can express my real appreciation is to continue to publish 
CQR. And, for those that find it useful, I will publish the next issue sometime 
after February 1, but before April 1, 1989. I will notify past subscribers as to 
the details later this Fall. To those that don't like CQR — Don't buy it! 

Anyone who collects coins, no matter to what degree, is also making an invest- 
ment; this is true no matter what the critics, those who feel that money and 
value have nothing to do with collecting, may say. This is perhaps of no conse- 
quence in some cases, but to any dedicated collector, it seems that the collection 
can and will consume a large portion of both time and value relative to net worth. 
Therefore, the "collecting" is always done with the feeling/knowledge/assurance 
that if there should ever come a time, an emergency or whatever, the collection 
stands ready to return-in-kind, and provide substance when needed. In many cases, 
the need never arises, and the collection is sold as part of an estate. 

In my case, as a businessman, I have fluctuating financial needs; and there 
is now a need which does not allow me to ignore the fact that the capital tied up 
in my collection is required in more pressing matters. Accordingly, I have chosen 
Superior Stamp & Coin Co., Inc. to present my collection for public auction. They 
have afforded me the opportunity to not only liquidate my holdings, but to do it 
in such a way that, in the traditions of CQR, should be beneficial to the EAC 
membership as a document of enduring value. 

Given a choice, naturally, I would wish to continue to hold and to expand my 
collection. I am NOT "getting out of Copper," but rather, I am employing a strategic 
retreat and regrouping of resources that must be otherwise deployed for the present 
time. If my judgment and business decisions prove fruitful, I shall again be a 
very strong force in acquiring coins to rebuild my collection; and I hope to use 
the knowledge and experience that I have gained over the past 30 years as a collector 
and investor to again enjoy the thrill of the chase. I shall continue to enjoy my 
EAC participation — collecting on a lesser scale for now, writing and publishing 
CQR, and helping wherever I am needed and able to contribute. 

In the meantime, the upcoming sale of my collection will provide a real and 
true "once in a lifetime" opportunity to those who would have thought that these 
coins would never become available. I view this with no fear or distaste, and shall 
welcome each new owner of pieces from my collection as the next caretaker of a piece 
of history that I have been privileged to own. And in EAC, you always have visiting 
rights. Plus, how many have said that "you really only appreciate the lure and value 
of specific pieces when you own them for the second or third time"? Well, look at 
the pedigrees and see how many have been around, and around. I look forward to my 
event" being a pleasurable experience for all involved, and Superior has pledged to 
do its part. Enjoy! 

************* 
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NUMISCRUTINY: A CLASSIC FROM 1949... 

COLLECTING U. S. LARGE COPPER CENTS 
Raymond Williamson 


Early Days of Cent Collecting 

One of the earliest serious collectors of our large copper cents, Joseph J. 
Mickley, a Philadelphia violin maker, started his hobby in 1817 by a search for 
a fine specimen bearing the date of his birth year. He wasn't a cent collector 
when he started this search, but was well on his way by the time he found it. 

You see, he was born March 24, 1799, which is the rarest date of our copper cents. 

Cent collectors were few in those early years. However, interest in this 
series developed rapidly after their coinage was discontinued in 1857. By that time, 
the early dates were already difficult to obtain in mint condition. The collecting 
of one-of-a-date was popular^ because all dates, 1793 through 1857, were available 
excepting only 1815. For all other U. S. coins in this early period, there are 
many years in which no coins were minted, and many other dates are so rare as to be 
generally non-collectible. The "mint re-strikes" of the scarce 1804 and 1823 
cents, struck around the 1860 's, show that the demand for scarce dates was then so 
keen that even mint employees helped to supply unauthorized specimens. 3 


Some collectors of the 1860's, having formed satisfying date collections, 
began to notice the more easily discernible die varieties. They were attracted 
early to the 1793 issues because this is the first year of our national coinage, and 
only copper coins were struck. The die varieties of 1794 were ^Iso popular because 
they were so numerous, no less than fifty— nine being known today. Collectors 
found it comparatively easy to distinguish new die varieties of these years because 
each and every obverse and reverse die was engraved incuse by hand directly on the 
coinage die, resulting in strongly marked varieties. Hub dies were introduced later 
to save time at the mint and to provide a more uniform coinage. The coinage dies 
were then "finished" manually in varying degrees, always including the date, so 
that the differences between varieties are less marked. However, by 1879 there was 
sufficient interest among collectors of die varieties to warrant the publication 
of a pioneering attribution list for all dates of the series, 1793 to 1857. 


The earliest recorded public coin sale containing U. S. cents (known to the 
writer) was the auction of Dr. Lewis Roper's collection, sold by Moses Thomas and 
Son, Philadelphia, on Feb. 20, 1851. At this sale, an uncirculated "Chain" cent 
of 1793 was knocked down to Ammi Brown of Boston for his first bid of ten cents. ^ 
However, the hobby grew so rapidly that by 1867 Mr. Mickley was able to sell his 
famous "Chain AMERI . " cent of 1793 for $110.® 


Why Collect Die Varieties? 

An agreement is needed as to exactly what is meant by a die variety, there being 
confusion in the literature on this point. 

One (and only one) die variety of a coin can be struck with one pair of dies.’^ 
This is true even when planchets of different dimensions or edge treatments are 
struck with the same pair of dies. Of course, if the planchet metal is changed as 
occurs in patterns, another variety is produced, but not a new die variety. While 
two obverse and two reverse dies can be muled into four legitimate die varieties, 
the "marriage" of one obverse and one reverse die can produce only one variety despite 
wear, rust spots, cracks, breaks, and injuries such as those producing incuse 
impressions on the coin. 
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All the things which can happen to a die during its service life produce 
various die states. For example, the defects made or corrected by the engraver 
of the coinage die, during its service life, produce die states in the resulting 
coins. The writer prefers to describe progressive cracks and breaks on the die 
as "states" also, rather than die conditions (for which there is ample precedent), 8 
since condition is such a well“known attribute of a coin rather than of a die. 

These progressive die states are not varieties, although dealers sometimes con- 
fuse the two terms to create a demand which would not otherwise exist. For example, 
there is but one variety of the cent of 1804. 

We might choose to collect die varieties, and wisely so, without searching our 
souls for reasons, by following in the footsteps of great American collectors of 
days gone by. The numismatic "hall of fame" is well filled with the names of cent 
variety collectors. 

As to more philosophical reasons for the study of varieties, present-day 
collectors have some difficulty in explaining just why this avocation appeals to 
them. They seem to take it for granted that other collectors would enjoy it 
equally well if they tried it. References are easy to find in the literature dis- 
paraging the variety student's hobby. ^ 

With such statements the writer must disagree. A person needs very little 
numismatic knowledge to form a type collection of cents, or even a date collection. 
But when he seriously undertakes variety collecting, he must begin to study his 
coins and the literature with careful discrimination. If our collector is imbued 
with a normal amount of curiosity, he will soon want to know why the varieties 
differ and this quest for information is very likely to lead to a study of the 
history of early U. S. coinage methods and procedures - metallurgy, mechanics, 
sources of metal supply, coinage authorizations, etc. Such analysis inevitably 
involves a knowledge of the people of the times and their economic and political 
thinking. This study and research is fascinating and it is endless in scope. 

In short, our collector has become a numismatist, rather than merely an 
accumulator of coins. 

Literature for Cent Collectors 

Dr. M. W. Dickeson's American Numismatic Manual , the first edition of which 
appeared in 1859, described the copper cents date by date and listed the number of 
varieties without describing them. Subsequent writers have challenged the large 
number of his varieties for certain dates, but recent discoveries have vindicated 
some of them. 

The earliest description of die varieties with reference to a published 
photographic plate appeared in the American Journal of Numismatics in April, 1869; 
Vol. 3, No. 12. The article was concerned with the cents of 1793; the plate was 
prepared by Joseph N. T. Levick in 1868 and the descriptions were by Sylvester 
S. Crosby, who brought out a more comprehensive book on the same subject in 1897. 

A few months before Levick 's photographic plate was published. Mason's Coin and 
Stamp Collectors' Magazine also started the serial publication of the descriptions 
of the varieties of the cents of 1793, which appeared sporadically from December, 
1868 to August, 1869. However, Mason's descriptions were much less comprehensive 
and accurate than Crosby's. 

The die varieties of the cents of 1794 were described later in 1869 by Dr. 
Edward Maris, the Quaker physician from Philadelphia. 
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These publications were the beginning of a copious literature concerning the 
copper cents - sometimes inaccurate, incomplete, contradictory and verbose, but 
all of it interesting source material to the present-day student. Many auction sale 
catalogues from the 1850 's to the 1940 's also contain source material valuable to 
the student of die varieties. Today's cent collector must rely more and more on 
publications, rather than comparison of many specimens, because the supply of 
specimens is relatively fixed whereas the supply of collectors bidding for them 
has grown tremendously. The early publications have been extensively reprinted, 
but most (including some of the re-prints) are now in themselves collectors ' items. 
Fortunately, these early works are more or less superseded by accurate and com- 
prehensive books, issued within the past few years or soon to be published, which 
are within the reach of every collector and make attribution of the die varieties 
relatively easy. 

Similar ease of access cannot be claimed for publications on the early history 
of the U. S. Mint and the coinage philosophies basic to the early issues. Two 
excellent books, sometimes obtainable in city and college libraries, are "History 
of the First United States Mint - Its People and its Operations," privately printed 
in 1924 by Frank H. Stewart, and "Fractional Money - A History of the Small Coins 
and Fractional Paper Currency of the United States" by Neil Carothers, published 
by John Wiley and Sons in 1930. U. S. numismatists would be greatly benefited if 
both these books were reprinted in copious quantities. 

A comprehensive chronological listing of all known publications on our copper- 
cent die varieties is in preparation by the writer for a future issue of the Numismatist . 

A Plan for Collecting Copper Cents 

If you are considering cent collecting for the first time, a great deal more 
pleasure can be obtained by collecting to a plan. You may first wish to acquire a 
type collection, which would include one specimen from each of the following groups: 

Chain or Link - 1793 only 
Wreath - 1793 only 
Liberty Cap - 1793-1796 
Draped Bust - 1796-1807 
Turban Head - 1808-1814 
Coronet Head - 1816-1839 
Braided Hair - 1839-1857 

These groupings are somewhat arbitrary; the number of types may be increased 
to any extent the collector desires. However, you will soon become aware of the 
desirability of a date collection, because of its satisfying completeness as com- 
pared to similar collections of other U. S. coins. 

If at about this time you secure a few good books on copper cents, or make the 
acquaintance of a variety collector, you are almost certain to get the urge to 
really study your cents with discrimination and become a variety collector yourself. 

A few years ago, only stout-hearted collectors and those with great determination 
continued long in their search for die varieties because attributions were so dif- 
ficult when based on the old confusing and incomplete published information. But 
this obstacle no longer exists. If you really become fascinated with variety 
collecting and acquire a small but adequate library to aid you, your hobby will hold 
you for a lifetime. 

The attribution of each newly acquired cent is an actual challenge to those 
who have a classif icational bent. It has been said that doctors and engineers are 
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always likely prospects as variety collectors. When you begin to learn the "why" 
as well as the "how" of the differences among cent varieties, you will most definite- 
ly be out of the novice class among cent collectors. 

As yet no man has ever completed a variety collection, for there are some 
nine hundred varieties, many quite rare. To be sure, a new die variety turns up 
from time to time, but it is probable that very few unrecorded ones remain today. 

When collecting to a plan, you should consider the cost (at least briefly) 
and set your par for condition somewhere between the frustration of too idealistic 
a goal and the inferiority complex that goes with the hoarding of junk. There 
simply aren't enough proof and uncirculated specimens to go around, and there 
won't ever be any more. Perhaps your goal should be a uniform collection of very 
fine or fine specimens. Or perhaps you'll want uncirculated where possible with 
some degradation present in the hard-to-get items. The early cents were made of 
particularly soft copper, so that most examples available today are worn; some 
varietie's are unknown in fine or better condition. However, you won't be proud of 
your collection, nor will it appreciate in value over the years, if the coins are 
so worn or corroded that their attribution is difficult or impossible. 

To obtain the most pleasure from cent collecting, it will prove necessary 
to choose your specimens with discrimination and to study them with great care. 

You'll surely enjoy it, and the "CENT COLLECTORS' FORUM" in The Numismatist is 
planned as a clearinghouse for your questions and new information you may discover. 
Many of the subjects mentioned briefly in this introductory article are worthy of 
future articles, which are planned for this FORUM. 

1 The story of J. J. Mickley, the earliest known and one of the greatest U.S. 
collectors, "The Father of American Numismatics," may be pieced out by 
reference to: 

American Journal of Numismatics , June 1868, Vol. 3, No. 2, page 10; April 
1878, Vol. 12, No. 4, page 103. 

Mason's Coin S Stamp Collectors' Magazine , March 1869, Vol. 3, No. 3, page 32. 
Numisma , May 1878, Vol. 2, No. 3. 

The Numismatist , Nov. 1901, Vol. 14, No. 11, page 301. 

2 Much of the story of the early boom years for copper cent collecting runs 
through the pages of the American Journal of Numismatics , Mason's Coin S Stamp 
Collectors' Magazine , Numisma , Steigerwalt ' s Coin Journal , Scott's Coin 
Collectors' Journal and other periodicals rarely heard of today, published 
during the 1860 's and 1870 's. For example: 

Mason's Coin & Stamp Collectors' Magazine , June 1868, Vol. 1, No. 3, page 20; 

Sept. 1870, Vol. 4, No. 9, page 134. 

American Journal of Numismatics , Oct. 1868, Vol. 3, No. 6, page 47. 

3 The production of the "Mint re-strike" cents dated 1804 and 1823 is an incom- 
plete item in our numismatic history. For conflicting data, see: 

Numisma . May 1879, Vol. 3, No. 3; Sept. 1880, Vol. 4, No. 5; Nov. 1880, Vol. 4, 
No. 6. 

Mason's Coin & Stamp Collectors' Magazine , March 1869, Vol. 3, No 3, page 
23; Jan. 1872, Vol. 6, No. 1, page 14. 

Scott's Coin Collector's Journal , Jan. 1881, Vol. 6, page 1. 

Bangs S Co. sale of the Berlin Collection, Jan. 14, 1887, lot 98. 

The Numismatist , April 1907, Vol. 20, No. 4, page 99. 

United States Copper Cents , 1816-1857, by H. R. Newcomb, 1944, page 41. 
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4 Early American Cents , a comprehensive book soon to be published by Dr. William 
H. Sheldon of New York City on the die varieties of the U.S. Cents, 1793-1814. 

5 Monograph of the U.S. Cents and Half Cents , by Edouard Frossard, Irvington, 

N.Y., Aug. 1879. Mr. Frossard' s definition of "varieties" does not seem to 
agree with that of more recent writers; see "Book Notice," American Journal of 
Numismatics, July 1881, Vol. 16, No. 1, page 23. 

6 Article and table of prices realized for 1793 cents in American Journal of 
Numismatics , Oct. 1868, Vol. 3, No. 6, page 47, by Joseph N. T. Levick. For 
a tabulation of early U.S. coin sales beginning with the earliest known on 
June 12, 1828, see Numisqraphics , by E. J. Antinelli, 1877; also articles by 
Daniel Parish, Jr., in American Journal of Numismatics , Aug. 1866, Vol. 1, 

No. 4, page 29; No. 5, page 35; No. 6, page 43. For further history of Dr. 

Roper's cent, see American Journal of Numismatics , May 1869, Vol. 4, No. 1, 
page 7 . 

7 For early support of this philosophy, see Mason's Coin S Stamp Collectors ' 

Magazine , Jan. 1871, Vol. 5, No. 1, page 10. 

8 United States Copper Cents , 1816-1857, by H. R. Newcomb, 1944, page 7. 

9 The Mint Manual , by James Ross Snowden, 1860, page 101. 

"Collecting Run Mad," American Journal of Numismatics , Jan. 1877, Vol„ 11, 

No. 3, page 54. 

The Numsimatist , Jan. 1927, Vol. 40, No. 1. Advertisement inside front cover 
for S. Hudson Chapman's book on die varieties of 1794 cents: "An original 

view of the subject, in readable form, putting interesting life into dry bones." 
For favorable comments on die-variety collecting, see George W. Rice's article 
in the June 1904 Numismatist , Vol. 17, No. 6, page 185. 

10 Mason's Coin S Stamp Collectors' Magazine , Vol. 2, No. 9 (Dec. 1868), and Vol. 3, 
Nos. 2, 5, 7 and 8 (Aug. 1869). 


Reprinted through the courtesy of The Numismatist , the official publication of the 
American Numismatic Association, 818 N. Cascade Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80903. 


************* 

COUNTERSTAMP ED LARGE CENTS WANTED! 

For my personal collection, which I have been gathering since 1955, I desire to 
purchase counterstamped large cents, any and all dates, with the names of individuals, 
merchants, political slogans, motifs, etc. -just about anything except stray letters 
and numbers. I would be pleased to make an offer for any coins submitted to me, or 
I invite you to send them on approval with an invoice. I am not looking for bargains 
and will pay any reasonable price, as they are not for resale. 

Please let me hear from you. All correspondence will be answered. 

Dave Bowers, EAC #204 
c/o Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

************* 
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ANA '88 - D.L.'s DIARY 


Denis W. Loring 

It's hot as hell. New York's at 90°, Cincinnati is over 100°, and the coin 
market is reliving 1980, encased in plastic. I've been running around a bit 
lately: four days in Tokyo (business), followed by four days at the Concord 

resort in the Catskills (pleasure) , a quickie to Washington, a couple late 
nights to clean off the desk, and it's time for my annual shedding of the 
corporate skin for a week-long plunge into numismatic overload. Lemme at 'em! 

The agenda is similar to the last few years: arrive in time to catch the 

local pre-show and the National Collectibles Exposition (usually good for 15-20 
new insurance items) , then PNG day and ANA under the glorious banner of Kenneth 
Goldman, Inc. 01' KG had been mellowing a bit until the market caught fire; 
we'll see what happens come showtime. I'll do ray usual first-day scrambling, then 
settle in for meetings for NBS, NLG, EAC, 1891 Club, SOB, and who knows what else, 
plus exhibit judging, table hopping, story swapping, and general BS with friends 
old and new. 

One new addition; you may find the name Kathryn scattered through these 
pages. Some of you met her at EAC in Los Angeles. We connected a year ago through 
a Personals ad in New York Magazine. By the time you read this, she will have 
chucked her seventh floor studio rental to move into my 32nd floor two-bedroom 
co-op. This woman didn't go to Harvard Business School for nothing. However, 
she's also planning to join me in Cinci for the ANA weekend. We all have our 
weirdnesses . . . 

Saturday, July 16; Had a late business dinner last night, so packing is a 
last-minute af fair ... uneventful trip, with no other coin people in sight (that I 
recognize, anyway )... attempt to check into Clarion Hotel, and the fun begins: 

Room #1: looks as though a minor cyclone hit it. Back down 

to the desk. 

Room #2: looks as though a major cyclone hit it. I'm getting 

pissed . 

Room #3: room is clean, but the hall outside is strewn with 

dirty glasses, plastic fragments, and other flotsam 
and jetsam. And it's on the 13th floor... 

I drop my bags, scoot over to the Hyatt next door (for which I had double-booked 
a reservation starting tomorrow, just in case) — "yes, we have room tonight." 

Back to the Clarion, convince them to forget I exist, gather bags, final shlep 
to the Hyatt, and check into a hotel worthy of the name. So much for trying to 
save $18 per night... up to Auction '88... check in with Kenny, Tony Terranova, Stu 
Levine, Ed (Teaparty) Leventhal, and start to feel at home .. .prices are somewhere 
between fantasyland and sheer stupidity. Could be an interesting week .. .dinner in 
the hotel features an all-you-can-eat dessert bar for $2.75. This could get 
deadly... to the room, unpack, watch some tube, do the diary, and so to bed. 
Tomorrow's token time. 

Sunday, July 17: Breakfast with KG in the Regency Club (he does live well)... 

Back to the Clarion (!) for the pre-ANA show. . .pick up some late dates for Tom 
Reynolds, but otherwise not much doing. . .Kenny thinks he has a home for the Halpern 
S-279, which I've decided to let go... slabs everywhere ... the disease is spreading, 
folks. So far today I've seen "1793 Chain MS-63" (S-2) , "1794 XF-40" (S-56) , and 
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"1827 PR-62," all plasticized. . .on to the Stack's session of Auction '88, where 
I buy the MS-63 S-78 for a friend and the AU-50 S-61 for no reason in particular... 
"Trust Ken Goldman" — the 279 is gone... catch a ride to the token and medal show 
with Bruce Stowe, our estimable convention chair .. .Rossa and Tanenbaum are their 
usual productive selves...! 'd offered to start Robbie Brown on a collection of 
liquor tokens to supplement his Roman Numeral Two large cent set. He accepted, 
so it's a two-pronged hunt this year... three hours and 48 tokens later (15 
insurance, 32 booze, and a wrestling medal for Colonel Bill Murray), I've had it... 
now to the Convention Center (first trip of many, I trust) to view the ANA auction 
lots... two targets; 1796 S— 119 MS-63 for a friend (same friend as the S-78) , 
and 1857 N-3 Pf-63 for yours truly... the Auction '88 people are hosting a free 
between-sessions dinner for the bidders. I haven't eaten for nine hours (lunch? 
at ANA? surely you jestl), so I do believe I'll indulge ... spurning yet more thrills 
at Auction '88, I opt for "'Crocodile' Dundee II" playing a couple of blocks away... 
pleasant chat with Rex Bebow, who just might spring his 1831 and 1838 Proof LC ' s 

loose.. . kg's one-word evaluation of the auction: "absurd" this could be a very 

interesting week. 

Monday, July 18: Kenny rings in at 8 AM: breakfast? Tempting, but I haven't 
run in three days, and neither the temperature nor the humidity has hit 85 yet, 
so let's get it over with... ten laps around Riverfront Stadium later, I feel 

bedraggled but virtuous .. .one more peek at a couple of the Heritage auction lots 

out of the envelope, the nice-looking '57 N-3 becomes a probably-recolored (but 
still decent-looking) N-5 .. .pre-registration pickup and photo ID goes smoothly... 
link up with KG again. I haven't seen him this psyched since 1980. He tells me 
high-end slabbed coins, 65 and better, have doubled (or more) in the last few 
months (excluding copper, of course). It's the frenzy of 1980, but secured (every- 
one hopes) by the objectivity of slabs and sight-unseen trading based on the Blue 
Sheet. Remember how the Red Book became obsolete overnight when the Grey Sheet 
came out? Now it's the Blue Sheet doing it to the Grey Sheet. The Union wins 
again... we grab a quick lunch (I didn't have breakfast, remember? Shaddap) , then 
wander back and watch people come in... here's the J. J. Teaparty crew. . .there ' s 
Dave Bowers. . .think I'll go up to the room, read the paper, relax a while... hey! 

The Reds are playing the Mets tonight, 7:35 at Riverfront Stadium. Call concierge: 
got seats? Yup. Find KG: wanna go? Nope. Hell with him. One seat, please... 

lazy afternoon; even fit a little nap in... on to the ballgame . . .Mets lose 2-1 
(single, walk, double steal with missed tag, sacrifice fly, plus throwing error. 

Very cheap). . .pick up coins, sort out books, serious fun tomorrow. 

Side comment, the night before: I'm here as a collector, to enjoy a week's 

vacation pursuing my #1 hobby. But it's hard to ignore what else is going on; a 
lot of people will make an awful lot of money. Single coins will flip in minutes, 
generating profits equal to a month's salary for many of us. One dealer in his 
twenties spent more in Auction '88 than the total gross price of the Robbie Brown 
collection. Another, in his thirties, will probably make more than a million 
dollar profit just at this show. I'll be honest: I wish I could cut myself in 
for a slice of easy money — sure would beat working for a living. But I also know 
not to kid myself. I know reinsurance, they know coins, and anyone who thinks it 
isn't work hasn't tried it. And, I know one other thing tonight: when to quit. 

Tuesday, July 19: This being PNG Day, I have to wear a tie and jacket instead 

of the usual cotton shirt and shorts. Yutz ... another free breakfast in the Regency 
Club lounge, and over to the Convention Center for the 8 AM starting gun... if the 
state of the market can be judged from the line at the door, we're already in la-la 
land... here we go... a few more late dates for TR... here's a VF-XF '96 Cap, not too 
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porous; it's an S-85, so I'm in, ..SLABS EVERYWHEREi ! . . .RARCOA has S-135, 253, 254, 
267, all 60+ or better .. .John Ward's Good S-134 is more my speed. . .ain't much else 
around. . .hello, Frankenf ields . . , Bob "1796" Shalowitz takes the S-85... back to the 
table to rest awhile... Jim Long stops by and cleans me out of low-grade early dates, 

as usual Sandy Goldman arrives, radiant as ever .. .wander some more,. .Del's been 

reduced to pawing through boxes of Buffalo nickels. . .SLABS] J .. .1 can't stand it 
anymore. I give up. If you can't beat 'em, join 'em: I buy my first slabbed large 

cent, 1850 N-10 MS-63 RB (that's "red and brown" for you purists) ... shortly there- 
after comes slab #2 (get this): an S-139 in XF-40...the rich get richer department: 
Dan Hamelberg has bought Jack Collins' library .. .back to the table... Tom Reynolds 
collects his late dates, and Chris Victor-McCawley likes the 1850, reducing my 
slab inventory (the very thought makes me shudder) by half. . . two Starred Reverses 
for sale on the floor... 4: 30 already? .. .On the way out, Tony Terranova shows me a 
cute little book that walked up to his table: Maris on the 1794 's, 1869 edition... 

Ken and Sandy are dining with newlyweds Bert and Rosalie Cohen tonight, so I hook 
up with Tom for an informal coffee shop dinner (so much for my restaurant research)., 
at 8 PM, the bourse is open for dealers to set up, and — isn't it amazing — I even 
see a couple coins changing hands. . .relaxing drinks with Tony and Larry Stack, 
who's still shaking his head in disbelief at the day's goings-on. . .long day coming 
and a diary to write, so I reluctantly head upstairs. Wonder what tomorrow has 
in store . . . 

Wednesday, July 20: Up a half hour before the alarm (the market must really 

be hot)... KG shows up at 7:10 for breakfast as usual... on to join the pulsating 
throng at the gateway to mamismatic riches... and they're off] Three non-stop, 
action-packed hours later I come to rest, the proud owner of: 

1827 N-11 F-12 

1839/6 N-1 G-4 

1840 N-2 G-6, 40% off-center 

And that, troops, is all she wrote. Now I do admit to passing up a Fine 238 at 
$275, a Good 160 at a hundred and something, and a few lesser lights. And it is 
true that the usual gardens of Beymer, Bert Cohen, Long, Matthews, Reynolds, 
Robinson-Bird-CVM, and Terranova are in full bloom. So far, though, Chris said 
it best: "So what are you going to put in your diary this year, DL?" Don't 

worry; I'll think of something. . .KG informs me that the Halpern S-279 has been 
slabbed (AAARGHHHJ ) 65 RB. Nothing we didn't know... I think I'll call the office... 
Doug Bird wanders by, having had an equally productive day... "No, don't put me in 
the Diary yet, there's still hope]" Don't worry, Doug, I'll be happy to feature 
you again .. .Kenny , on the other hand, is having a fine old time... 4 PM judges' 
meeting; 13 exhibits in U.S. coins this year .. .walking back to the table, I pass 
Superior's table, where they have lovely brochures of the upcoming sale of Jack 
Robinson's large cents and half cents... 

WHAAA??? 

Check calendar: not April Fool's Day. Check eyes: open, so it's probably not 

a dream. Check heartbeat: gradually returning to normal. Go to table 651 and 

check Robinson: 'tis true, 'tis true. Finally, staring at Oeschner in September, 

Norweb in November, and Robinson in January (after Halpern in March), check 
checkbook. Lord and Equitable help me. Well] Now that we have something to ponder 
during the quiet times, back to the action, so to speak... the drought seems to have 
lifted a bit: Chris Victor-McCawley displays a new S-292 in AU-55, and Doug Bird 

(see] he did make it back in) found S-64 in VF-30 and S-228 in MS-60... this seems 
to be a good time to do some judging. . .might as well do 'em all... enough bourse 
for one day, it's auction time... wolf down Heritage's freebie dinner before they 
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get to the large cents... my S-78 friend goes 2 for 2, bagging the S-119 — after the 
'57 N-5, the large cent delegation leaves en masse... time for a call to Kathryn... 

I tell her about the Robinson sale, "So when are we going?" She learns so quickly., 
a little BS with Chris and Tom... it 'll be a late one tomorrow (NLG bash starts at 
10), so I think I'll call it a day. The Jack Robinson sale, huh? OK, ANA, so what 
do you do for an encore? 

Thursday, July 21: Tired this morning ... "Hey , Ken — wanna try someplace dif- 

ferent for breakfast?" Didn't think so... arrange with my bank to have Kathryn 
pull a few goodies to bring along tomorrow. .. Birdman (again???) turns up with 
twin MS-63 1833 's... the XF-45 S-3 from the auction ($22,000) changes hands twice... 
a woman comes in with a bag of 100 large cents, plus Liberty nickels, a '32-D 
quarter, 1875 dime XF, modern silver, and random other junk. . .buy it all, buy it 
all (then turn it over to Tom Reynolds) .. .brief excursion to Graeter's to check 
out Cinci ’ s famous chocolate chip ice cream (pretty good, but I still think Steve's 
is better ).. .meet with fellow judges to determine exhibit winners. Two large cent 
restrikes take third place, behind Trade Dollar patterns and Seated Liberty Halves., 
haven't heard of any amazing copper turning up... time starts to drag a bit... 
might as well start logging in insurance medals. . .hey, it's Chip Southwick, old- 
time poker crony! We BS about old times while swapping cash (mine) for copper (his) 
as we go... think I'll take 'em over to Jim Long and wave 'em bye-bye (he does leave 
one behind) .. .Chip says there's more to come, see you 11 AM tomorrow. Sounds good 
to me... one more spin around the floor nets a pretty 1856 Proof I had passed on at 
Central States (price has come down)...TR gets into the walk-up goodie game with 
an 1818 N-4...Ken and Sandy leave early for dinner at Maisonette, Cincinnati's top 
restaurant, leaving me to hold down the fort (sigh)... NLG bash is at 10 tonight, 
so there's plenty of time to get a run in beforehand ... this time I take the scenic 
weave-among-the-downtown-streets route .. .quick bowl of chili and on to the NLG 
bash. . .park next to Cindy Grellman, who is doing ANA Bob-less this year... meet Myron 
Xenos and Ken Lowe of The Money Tree, who claim with straight faces (as straight as 
these guys ever get, anyway) that DL's Diary inspired their writing style. I am 
suitably humbled, gentlemen (?)... (memo to file: I could be in trouble here. Now 

they get free shots for a full year until ANA '89. Be nice, fellas) .. .BIG day 
tomorrow: EAC, Best-in-Show judging, NBS, Kathryn comes, dinner with friends, 

topped off with the SOB's at 11 PM. Good night, all. 

Friday, July 22: Wake up with a sore throat — either I yakked too much last 

night or I'm getting a cold... at breakfast KG shows me a nearly full red 1842 that 
flew in last night... a hundred people (!) at the EAC meeting... 45 minutes and it's 
over, so it's back into the caverns ... Chip shows up promptly at 11 and we consummate 
Part II .. .Best-in-Show judging doesn't take too long. . .wander the aisles a bit... 
here's a sharp but porous (very) 1794 for all of $35... darn thing's so rough you 
can't even see the split pole... Andy Hain, copper connoisseur extraordinare , lets me 
enjoy some selections from his collection. I still don't know why he stopped 
bidding on the Halpern 1821 N-1 Proof. Neither does he ... Bibliomania Society 
meeting is a wonderful respite from the buy/slab/sell of the bourse ... throat ' s still 
sore; guess it's a cold after all... pay too much (maybe) for a VF S-6 from 
Heritage's box... 6 PM. I could use a nap... Kenny wants to extend ANA for three 
more days, after which he'd go inactive for a good long time... time to go back to 
the hotel and meet Kathryn ... quick greeting and we're off for fancy French food at 
Pigall ' s . . .we ' re both fading fast, but I've got to hang on for the SOB' s ... short 
meeting, spent mostly on trying to figure out how to resurrect the club .. .manage to 
make it back to the room before I collapse. 
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Saturday, July 23: Sorry, Ken, you'll have to breakfast alone this morning 

the general consensus is that it's been a mediocre show, copper-wise ... spend 
some more time enjoying Andy Hain's collection. . .Roy Rauch absconds with the S— 61 
for close-up study... cold is in full bloom; I'm using up tissues the way PCGS goes 
through plastic .. .total purchases for the day so far; one 1817 for the Newark 
Museum and one French insurance jeton for me... bye, S-61. . .another quick spin to 
Graeter's (for Kathryn's benefit, of course) .. .even Kenny's wearing a little 
thin... this has been a 1— o— n— g week... two more for the Museum. . .Tony s new pewter 
Rhode Island ship token is a GEM. . .Kathryn' s off for a nap; I'm jealous. . .last one 
for Newark. . .enough. Up to the room for a short rest, then out with the Goldmans 
for Chinese food... get all packed by 9:45... I can't remember ever feeling this 
drained at ANA, but maybe it's this way every year — thud. 

Sunday, July 24: Lousy night's sleep (Kathryn says I sounded like her cats 

with distemper) .. .I'm glad this thing's almost over breakfast, pack up, check 

out, over to the show, all on autopilot .. .Kenny , on 'the other hand, still wants 
three more days of this. Bless his little adrenaline ... according to a knowledgeable 
source, at least three dealers have made over $1 million at this show (sorry, KG, 
but at least it gives you something to aspire to) . . .a new pinnacle in slabicity: 

a "1793 XF-40 Lettered Edge" in a nice thick white NGC slab. Think about it The 

Great Shal picks the last cherry of the show: an S-90 in Fair... The Halpern S-279 

is for sale at $40,000...! guess that's as appropriate an ending as any for this 
ANA. Say a few goodbyes, close up shop, pick up bags, and we're headin' home — to a 
week's worth of mail, a couple loads of laundry, the usual post-show bookkeeping/ 
notetaking/letter writing, and a very friendly king-size bed. 

Epilogue: The dealers had one hell of a time. I got nothing for the collection 

(like last year), didn't find a '30 N-9 (unlike last year!), but otherwise had a fine 
ANA vacation — coins, clubs, and friends. The way I feel right now, though, it'll 
be about a year before I'll be eager to do it all again — say Pittsburgh? 

************* 

MINUTES OP THE 1988 ANA-EAC MEETING 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
July 22, 1988 

The meeting was called to order at 9:35 AM by Secretary Denis Loring. The 
meeting began with the usual lack of volunteers to write up the convention, and the 
usual introductions. Approximately 100 members and guests attended. 

Jack Robinson spoke on the upcoming sale of his half cents and large cents. 

They will be sold by Superior Galleries in Los Angeles on January 29-30, 1989. The 
coins will be graded by Del Bland and catalogued by Doug Winter, with the assistance 
of Jack Collins and others. Everyone who participated in the Robbie Brown experience 
knows what to expect from Superior. Larry Goldberg guarantees we will not be dis- 
appointed . 

John Wright provided an update of the status of the middle date revision. 

The target is to have the book in collectors' hands by the end of 1989. 

Walter Breen provided an update of the status of the early date revision. His 
manuscript is finished; Del Bland is now completing his pedigree work. 
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Armand Champa has donated copies of the plated Grayson reprints of several 
landmark sales to EAC. The Frossard {'94s), Parmelee, and Beckwith Sales are 
represented. These will be awarded by the Editor, Harry Salyards, to new authors 
in Penny-Wise . 

In an informal poll, the members in attendance voted without dissent that Jack 
Robinson should continue to publish CQR in its current form. Jack responded that 
he will, with the next issue expected in the Spring of 1989 . Statements to the 
contrary that appeared in other numismatic publications are incorrect. 

The membership discussed the recent upsurge in slabbing, and the comparative 
inexperience of the slabbing services in grading large cents. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 AM. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Denis W. Boring 
National Secretary 

************* 

PARTIAL LIST OF ATTENDEES AT EAC MEETING 


Lynn Deardoff 
Tim Weimer 
Walter Breen 
Jack Harvey 
Richard Kurtz 
Robert Zavos 
Frank Loeffelholz 
Milton Harr 
Jack Collins 
Charles Davis 
Bruce Kesse 
Frank Wilkinson 
Eric P. Newman 
Gino Sanfilippo 
Lawrence S. Goldberg 
Don Valenziano 
Joseph Kane 
Norman Thomas 
Steve Tanenbaum 
Alan Bricker 
Paul Munson 
Gary E. Lewis 
Doniel L. Carroll 
Eileen K. Kelly 
Dan Lucas 
Jim Lambert 
Tony Matthews 
Mike Whelan 
Isaac Matthews 


Ken Hallenbeck 
Anthony Alexander 
George Fitzgerald 
Dana Linett 
Donald E. E. Anderson 
Chris Victor-McCawley 
P. Scott Rubin 
Barry D . Tayman 
J. Roger Persichilli 
Henry Garrett 
Doug Walcutt 
Mark Atkinson 
Phyllis Thompson 
John Wright 
Jack Beymer 
Dave Rungren 
Larry Briggs 
Tom Fitzgerald 
Dale Heisler 
Ken Mote 
Rod Burr ess 
Albert Bonan 
Vincent W. Alones 
Joe Tomasko, Jr. 

David Showers 
Gilbert Smith 
John L . Gomer 
Denis Loring 
Ray Torgerson 


Craig A. Whitford 
Gordon Duvall 
Dwight Hostetler 
Warren (Chip) Haines 
Robert Young 
Michael Schmidt 
Ken Oates 
R. Tettenhorst 
Tom Reynolds 
March Wells 
Dick Punchard 
Adrian Ross 
L. J. Kaczeer 
William Pukall 
Jack H. Robinson 
Doug Bird 
Les Smith 
Bill Murray 
Charles Barasch 
Frank J. Russell 
Howard Coir 
Enoch Blackwell 
Irvin Ratcliffe 
David Membell 
Richard A. Shimkus 
Keith Wolfe 
Will Mumford 
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This list includes members and interested observers from 25 States: Arizona, 

California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Vermont, and West 
Virginia. 

************* 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY, EAC MEETING AT ANA 
Col. Bill Murray 

Denis, our secretary, took the podium, started the attendance sheet on its 
rounds, looked for volunteers to report on the meeting for Penny-Wise (got me) , 
and asked John Wright to take a head count... Come on, John, exactly 100? 

As the attendance sheet traversed the room, the traditional self-introductions 
were made, disclosing that we had people from across the nation, with diverse 
occupations, and interests in bust halves, U. S. coins by type. Civil War tokens. 
Seated Liberty coins, and much else. Oh, yes — copper. 

Upcoming sales announced included Bowers and Merena's Norweb large cents in 
November; the Herb Oechsner collection by Stack's in September; and the Jack 
Robinson sale by Superior in January. 

Jack Robinson was asked to comment on sale of his collection, which represents 
30 years in numismatics. Economics, Jack said, was the basis for selling it. But, 
he added, "I'm not getting out of coppers. I'm looking for caretakers." He chose 
Superior, whom he commended along with Jack Collins, for their handling of the 
Robinson S. Brown sale. He anticipates the catalog of his collection will be an 
adjunct to the Brown catalog. The collection comprises in-depth die state examples 
which will be emphasized in the catalog. 

Denis called on Larry Goldberg of Superior for comment. Larry announced 
that Doug Winter will do the catalog, with Del Bland doing the grading by EAC 
standards, with remarks on cleaning, blemishes, etc. Larry's goal is to try to 
better the Brown catalog! The sale is scheduled for Sunday night and Monday, 29-30 
January, just before the Long Beach Coin Show. An invitation-only, pre-sale party 
is planned for Saturday evening. Catalogs for the sale are priced as follows: soft 

cover with PR - $20; hard cover with PR - $50; super deluxe with special plates and 
PR - $175. The latter two are expected to be sold out well before the sale. 

A slabbed 1794, AU50, had been seen in the Telegrade sale. Lot 105. All were 
instructed to rush right down to the bourse, but no great exodus was noted. Somehow, 

I missed the Sheldon number on that one. Another slabbed large cent was also reported 
on the floor. 

Talk of the show was the presence of an Iranian purchaser spending megabucks U.S. 
Reportedly he bought a slabbed 1881S, MS-69 dollar for $1,000,000. (The decimal is 
at the end of the zeros.) Larry Goldberg said he had once owned that coin, having 
picked it out of a bag as, " ... the prettiest dollar I ever saw." The cost to him: 
$30. He didn't say just when. He sold it at a "nice profit," and it escalated from 
there . 

After that story, the room evacuated. End of EAC at ANA. 

‘k'k'k’k'kie'k'k’kic'k’k'k 
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NOTICES OF UPCOMING MEETINGS 


The regional meeting at Joel Spingarn's home in West Redding, CT, as announced in 
the July P-W, has been changed to Saturday October 1, to avoid a conflict with the 
September~2l meeting at Cherry Hill, NJ. Particulars for the meeting otherwise remain 
unchanged. See the last issue of P~W for details. 

* * * 


Thsir© will also be a New England, iregional ineeting of EAC in conjunction with the Bay 
State Coin Show, at the Howard Johnson 57 (Stuart Street in the theater district) , 
Boston, Saturday, November 19, 1988, at 1 P.M. Contact Pete Boisvert at 800-556-7550 
with any questions. 


* * 


* 


There will be a Mid Atlantic regional meeting of EAC at the MANA Show in Wilmington, 
DE, October 15, 1988, at 2 P.M. Jules Reiver will speak on engraving errors in 
the large cent series. 


* * * 

Attention Rocky Mountain EAC'ers; A gathering of copper collectors — if you come — 
will take place on Saturday, October 8, 1988, starting at 7 P.M. The location will 
be 1321-31 Avenue, Greeley, Colorado. Please bring some copper to show, and if 
anyone wants to present a program, give host Larry Knee a call at (303) 352-7991. 

Come on over, you Colorado and Wyoming collectors, I want to see and talk copper! 

************* 


NEW CANDIDATES FOR EAC MEMBERSHIP 


The following persons 

have applied for membership in EAC 

since the last issue 

of P-W. Provided that no adverse comments on any particular 

individual are received 

by the Membership Committee 

before the November issue of P-W, 

all will be declared 

elected to full membership 
Rod Burress, 9743 Leacrest, 

at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee is 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 45215. 

Member Number 

Greg Hughes 

Federal Way, WA 

2956 

Mark A. Halstead 

Teays, WV 

2957 

Ted Walters 

Vancouver, WA 

2958 

Robert J. Bye, M.D. 

Springfield, MA 

2959 

Elton Smith 

Plano, TX 

2960 

Mrs. Sherri Camps 

San Carlos, CA 

2961 

James D. Partin 

Lake Alfred, FL 

2962 

John Lewis 

Tulsa, OK 

2963 

Rob Retz 

Portland, OR 

2964 

Francis A. Ferland 

Cumberland, ME 

2965 

Stan Stephens 

Morgantown, WV 

2966 

Daniel Oglesby 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

2967 

Ron Gillio 

Santa Barbara, CA 

2968 

Ken Schugars 

Muskegon, MI 

2969 

Michael B. McClaskey 

St. Charles, MO 

2970 

Randolph Farrar 

Pasadena, CA 

2971 

Robert J. Payme 

Greenwood, IN 
************* 

2972 
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TALES OF A DIGGER VI; BLACK BEAUTY 


Bob Jessen 


"Doc?" 

"Yup, it's me all right," crackles the phone. "Been up to the lines " 

"Doc! Could you lower the radio a mite? Either that or stop stompin' on that 
cat. I can hardly hear ya." 

"That be Mar. He says it's singin' . We got some stuff and wanna know if 
you'll be to home." 

"Sure thing. Watcha got?" 

Click. Oh well; I'll know soon enough. Hmmm, Doctor Dan and Meyer up in the 
lines, I muse, settling back in my favorite porch chair. See — when the cat's away... 
Well, we're all buddies and I'm just too bushed to give a damn. Eight hours, two 
busses, and a plane ago, I was in a lot cooler Peterboro, Ontario. But it's good 
to be home, especially with a frosty pitcher o' juleps within reach, and the Mets 
about to crank it up. Hmmm. Up in the lines, Dan said. 'round here that means 
various hilltops and crossroads once defended by our boys against the likes of 
Delancey, Tarelton, Tryon, and their Red-Coated Running Dogs. Delancey's 'Cowboys' 
were particularly troublesome, as many were former neighbors, and knew the area's 
every hill and hollow. They had fled to the South Bronx (!) when hostilities broke 
out. From their base at Morrisania, a nest of vipers spread fire and sword as far 
north as Croton Water. 

I suspect on a summer sizzler like today my worthies are close by... Yup, I'd 
know that cloud o' dust anywhere. Lucky we have a twenty MPH speed limit on my 
quiet street — keeps Meyer under seventy. The cloud growls to a stop. Meyer emerges 
and struts around the front lawn, arms akimbo, singing, "Let honor with desert be 
crowned/ The trumpet ne'er in vain shall sound." 

Doc crawls out of the passenger's window. "He's been caterwaulin' like that 
more 'n an hour now. Sport. Don't know what ails him." 

I'm off the porch like a bolt. "Pay ' im no mind. Doc. Where's the stuff?" 

Doc carefully unwraps some newspaper. He's got a giant bunch of Gymnopilis 
spectabilis, bright orange mushrooms locally known as "laughin' Jims." They're 
bitter as the Dickens, but can do odd and not unpleasant things to one's psyche. 
Still, " That's the stuff? That's it?!" I whine. 

"Waallll we haven't set on any Jims all summer. Sport, and knowin' you ' uns 

be partial ..." 

"Sorry, Doc, the weather's got me all fired up. You look a mite tuckered. So 
does Judas Maccabeus over there. If we can get him to shut up, there's a pitcher 
o' juleps needs attention." 

Meyer beats great clouds of grime from his overalls as he bounds up the porch 
steps. My eye catches Old Man Higgley, next door, giving us his best owl scowl. 

It's been over ten years since that pre-dawn morning Meyer chose my bedroom window 
to wake me for a black powder rendevous, singing choice tidbits from Freischutz . Ten 
years, but a Higgley never forgets. Meyer couldn't care less. He sings when his 
heart's stirred up. 

"These are fine Jims, Doc; I'm obliged. We'll string em up later. Where d 
they come from? " 
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"Keg Road 'n the Hook." 

The Black Beauty InnI A split picture flashes 'cross my ken. One, two 
hundred years old, is of a solid log tavern, its upper story loopholed for defense. 
Over the stout oak door swings a sign emblazoned with a black stallion at full 
stride. The other scene is the same site when I last saw it, a few weeks back- 
The dirt crossroads look the same , but the inn is now a briar patch that would 
give Br'er Rabbit pause. 

"What were you two doin' nosin' 'round there?" 

Meyer almost whispers, "Dozin'." 

"How's that?" 

"Dozin' . " 

"Dousin' ?" 

"Dozin' . " 

"Attempting slumber? Come on — out with it, mani" 

"Bulldozin'." 

Meyer pours himself a frosty one and settles back. 

"Musta been three days ago, after you called from Guelph. Doc rang me up. 
'pears his Uncle Jed is sellin' off some land, includin' the tavern site. Surveyors 
marked out an access road. Doc 'n' I gassed up the Little General, hooked him up 
with the snow plow, and chugged up to the lines 'bout five this morning'. Right, 
Doc?" 

"He's tellin' yer gospel. Sport. Ginrel sliced through them br'ars like a 
bay' net through a sweet taterJ That whar we lit on the Jims." 

Doc hardly ever says three words together — a night. What's afoot? 

"Show ' im what else we lit on. Doc." 

He pulls a worn leather pouch from his bib pocket and shakes loose twelve 
coppers on our julep tray. 

"Ya dogsJ Leadin' me on sol Yer worse 'n tories! Let's look at 'em!" 

— George III farthing; George II farthing; George II halfpenny, young head; 
ditto; George II farthing. The rest are worn to anonymity. All are mottled with 
fine, hard grit. I look at my buddies with raised eyebrows. This is all?? 

Doc opens a fist. There's a large cent-sized coin, completely covered with 
hard grit — not so much as a denticle visible. 

"Mar says you got sumpin' 'at 'ill clean ' er up right proper." 

"Bull'seye, Doc. Some Cornucopia Coin Cure and a bath in the earthquake rocker 
will teach 'er a few lessons," 

The rocker, actually a souped-up jeweler's electrosonic cleaner, is brought 
out front and center, filled with enough cornucopia to clean a roll of cartwheels, 
and goes into action. 

"Be at least half an hour, fellas. How'd these little devils get to see the 
light o' day again?" 

"Mar'll fill yer in. These Jims need stringin'." 
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Doc takes out a wad of twine and starts punchin' holes in the Jims with a 
coin probe. This porch is goin' to look pretty bizarre in short order... 

"Geez, Sport — you shouldda seed the General in action. Foist off, we dug a 
couppla test holes — three inches o' duff, then 'bout the same o' ash 'n' charred 
wood ..." 

"Mar said 'ats from the joint, burnin' ta cinders in 1810." 

"'ats right. Doc. Then 'bout four inches of packed dirt, an' " 

"We figgered 'at musta been the floor," Doc hollers down from the porch rafters. 

"Yup, Doc, that's what we figgered. Packed dirt, then bed gravel, so's I jump 
back on the General, set the blade for three inches, and wade into it. Took only 
ten minutes 'n' we had a hundred-foot square o' loose ash 'n' char. Got out the 
detectors and gave it a whack." 

"...And hit pay dirt?" 

"Tell 'em what we hit. Doc." 

"Nails. Nails, nails, nails," comes the word from somewhere overhead. 

"Yup. Lotsa hand-made roseheads, spikes, whatnot; so we crank up the General, 
set the blade an extra inch, and once more into the breach. Fifteen minutes later 
we're down to the dirt — pay dirt. These fellas are the ones we seed ; we never 
got a chance to..." 

"Meyerrrrrrr? 17 " 

"No, Sport; I know it sounds crazy, but we found the twelve Joes t'gether — 
the big cent was off t' the side stickin' outta a clump o' dirt. Izzat so. Doc?" 

"It's gospel. Sport. We was figgerin' t' sift 'r shoot, when it poured 
sumpin' fierce, hailin' 'n' whatnot." 

"Yeah, I flew through that. Why didn't ya wait it out?" 

"Waalll, we did right fine as is, 'n' reckoned ya would like t' join us come 
mornin ' . " 

I seem fortunate, indeed, in the comrades with whom I roam the woods. 

Geez. The sun's goin' down. Let's see how the big cent in the little rocker's 
fared. The cure is all cloudy with grit. We peer down at a Draped Bust reverse. 

"Go on. Doc," says Meyer. "She's your gal." 

Doc gingerly fishes her out and flips her over. 

"S-240I" Meyer and I chime in unison. She's a lucky gal. Except for a tiny 
pit at Y and a little scattered reverse discoloration, 170 years in close confine- 
ment and a rough liberation have done her no harm. We gently secure her under the 
mega-magnifier; she's exquisite, and coal black. Low whistles from all of us as 
the powerful lights play over surfaces with the sheen of velvet. We finally settle 
back and gaze heavenward, cit rafters festooned with fungus. 

"Lads, I'm glad we did the coin first." 


fllu^trAtt^n cn rercrst. 
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****** 


CAVEAT EMPTOR 


The bastards are after us little guys 
Mike Packard 

At a recent local coin show, Steve Fischer made a rather disturbing discovery 
that he asked me to tell you about. He was at Jim Long's table and he asked to see 
a 1797 cent. When Jim handed it to Steve, Steve saw another just like it under the 
first, and asked to see the second coin too. The resemblance was remarkable. The 
second coin was just like the first. The coins were twins, identical twins. While 
the coloring was slightly different, they had the same amount of wear, were weak in 
the same places, and had the same circulation marks. It is the considered opinion 
of the EAC members who saw them that these coins are counterfeit. 

Both coins are copies of S-136, a fairly common variety that is often found 
in high grade. Jim told me he bought one copy at a recent Washington show from a 
Philadelphia dealer. He bought the other at this year's ANA from "a fellow who 
looked like a flea market dealer." These copies grade a nice Very Good to Fine, 
which is especially disturbing because many of us collect early copper in this grade 
range. The copies are very deceptive (Jim bought two of them!) and if they had not 
been lying atop one another, we might not have learned of them for some time. 

What do you look for? The copies are well-struck with only the slightest bit 
of mushiness. The denticles on both sides are bold. It appears that the denticles 
lean a little to the left as they move from the rim to the center of the coin (this 
may be characteristic of this variety) . The lettering and date on the obverse are 
strong, too strong to be consistent with a grade of Fine. There is "wear" on the 
cheek, shoulder, and hair consistent with a VG-F grade, but there is no wear on the 
three hair strands under "ERT" and the top part of the four strands descending from 
them. Both copies exhibited the following "circulation marks": a scratch along the 

crossbar of the first 7 in the date; in the right field from the juncture of the neck 
and chest 3mm up to the right; below the lowest hair ribbon 2mm toward the curl be- 
neath the ribbon; and from the left side of the Y to the left foot of that letter. 
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There were many light marks in the right field. On the reverse, the lettering was 
too bold for the grade, although the ITE of United were weak, and there was some 
flatness over ER of America that affected the tops of these letters. There was 
one noticeable scratch on both copies from just above the right ribbon, up through 
the right stem, lower outside pair of leaves, and lower right inside pair of leaves. 
The scratch ended just short of the right foot of T in Cent and was most noticeable 
along the length of the inside pair of leaves. 

Were these copies struck in a collar? Yes, but they will not stand on edge. 

The bastard who made them must know how to read, because he apparently knows that 
one of the easiest ways to spot a struck counterfeit early American copper is to 
look for a sguared edge. One of the copies exhibited numerous hammer marks that 
rounded the edge . There were also numerous scratches on the edge . The other copy 
had a nicely rounded edge, but also had the scratch marks. One has to hope that 
this second piece is not an indication that the manufacturer of these pieces has 
perfected his edge-rounding techniques. You could never tell if the piece was 
in a cardboard holder . 

These copies are scary! Someone is making copies of common variety, common 
grade coppers and he is very, very good. We need to stop this person before he 
ruins our hobby. Most of us are in the hobby for enjoyment. We like to own and 
preserve these little bits of early American history. None of us wants to contem- 
plate having to spend $20-25 apiece to get our common grade, common variety coppers 
certified before we can sell them, but that may happen. We know that S-136's are 
being counterfeited. We do not know what other coppers, common or scarce, may 
be being copied. Let's stop this person before he ruins copper collecting for us all. 

************* 

CLAPP LARGE CENT COLLECTION TO BE EXHIBITED 
DURING 1989 A.N.A. IN PITTSBURGH, PA. 

Wayne Homren 

Most EAC members are aware that the prominent early copper collector George H. 
Clapp donated his main col2-ection of early copper to the American Numismatic Society 
in New York. Many are not aware that Clapp donated a second set to The Carnegie 
Museum of Natural History in his hometown of Pittsburgh. Although much of the 
Museum's numismatic holdings were sold in the late 1970 's, the Clapp donation remains, 
along with significant holdings of ancient and oriental coins, among many others. 

Museum officials have agreed to exhibit the Clapp cents (plus highlights of 
other holdings) at the Museum during the 98th Annual A.N.A. Convention in Pittsburgh, 
August 9-13, 1989. One of the regular bus tours will include a stop at the Museum 
to see the exhibit. A private reception and viewing for EAC members might also be 
arranged, if there is enough interest. 

EAC member Del Bland has studied the collection in the past, and has offered 
his numismatic expertise to help the curators build the exhibit. Del and I would 
like to solicit help from other EAC members in making this exhibit a reality. 

First, I am hoping to find a knowledgeable volunteer to create a companion 
exhibit about Clapp the Collector for display at the ANA Convention . John Adams' 
articles in Penny-Wise would be a good starting point. The 1935 Numismatist would 
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also be useful; that was the last year the ANA was in Pittsburgh, and Clapp invited 
all of the attendees to a gathering at his home (the ANA was a little smaller then...). 
If interested, please contact me at 1027 King Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15206. 

Second, we would like to solicit donations to help cover the Museum's costs in 
creating the exhibit. The more support we can show from the collector community, the 
better . If enough money is collected, perhaps we would be able to photograph the 
collection, or even create a catalog. 

The Pittsburgh ANA Convention committee is working hard to make next year's ANA 
the best ever. For EAC members, there may be a rare opportunity to see some classic 
coppers. We'll keep you posted on the progress of the exhibit through other Penny- 
Wise articles. See you in Pittsburgh! 

************* 

CHERRY OR CHERRY PIT?: RARE VARIETIES IN THE PRE-CQR DAYS 

Chris Victor-McCawley 

Years ago, I was looking through the coin inventory of a stamp dealer in down- 
town Chicago. The coins were in a large rotator case, and as they moved past under 
my eye I searched for any that looked unusual. This day I was especially interested 
in finding Large Cents. I had recently purchased my first copy of Penny Whimsy by 
William Sheldon. Thus armed with all the information needed, I was prepared to 
cherry pick any rare variety that came my way. 

As the Large Cents came into view, I released the button that rotated the trays 
and peered through the glass at the coins. The Cents were arranged by date. I 
skipped over the 1793 as any decent example of that date was far beyond my means 
at the time. There were three 1794 's. I asked the proprietor to remove these from 
the case. Upon closer examination, the first turned out to be a common S-43, a 
decent G5. The second coin was a head-of-1795 and attributable as S-72, despite 
being a quite worn AG3. The third was the sharpest of the three cents with detail 
of about F12. Unfortunately, the surfaces were thoroughly porous and the coin had 
been cleaned. There was what appeared to be a tiny rim bump over the L of Liberty 
and a faint crack from the rim to the cap. I quickly skimmed over the plates in 
my Penny Whimsy. I soon found an example with the same 'rim bump' over L, the S-32. 
But flipping it over, I found the reverse of this coin didn't match the first reverse 
plate. Nor did it match the second. But it did look like the third, and it did 
have just a single berry to the left of the ribbon bow like the plate coin. I 
turned to the text and quickly confirmed that it was an S-34. Then I looked at 
the rarity rating: R7 I ! A rare variety, the first I'd ever found! 

I looked at the coin again. Then I looked at the flip. It read, "1794 Liberty 
Cap Cent, VF20, $575.00." Suddenly the giddy feeling I'd had turned to a lump of 
lead in my stomach. This coin had detail of no better than F12, was cleaned, and 
was also porous. It was worth no more than a VG8 price as a type coin, maybe $125. 

"Do you have an interest in that?" — The proprietor was looking down at me, my 
book still open, the coin still in my hand. No doubt he had noticed my careful 
examination of the piece. 

"I don't know," I said. "What do you want for it?" 
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He looked at me again, more carefully this time, and nodded at the book, 
look like a copper expert — what ' s it worth?" 

"Well it's sharp but a little porous," I said, handing him the coin for examin- 
ation. "I could only pay Fine Bid." I tossed the offer out and then immediately 
regretted it. Fine Bid was $300 — three times what I would normally pay for a VG 
1794. What was I doing]? 

The dealer shook his head. "I'd have to get at least three-fifty for it. I 
paid more than three hundred." 

Relieved, I closed my Penny Whimsy . "Well, thanks for showing it to me." I was 
losing my first R7 , but at least I wasn't making a stupid mistake. 

"Go ahead and take it," the dealer said, tossing the flip on the counter. "I 
bought it in a group. I must have figured it in at too much. I've had it too long 
anyway . " 

I walked back out into the bright daylight, my first real cherry in my shirt 
pocket. But I wasn't sure if it felt more like a cherry or a cherry pit. When I got 
home I checked all my Bowers, NERCG, and Ivy catalogs. No help. I looked through 
Coin World ads; even Jack Beymer didn't have an S-34 for sale. I looked in my 
Penny Whimsy again. The basal value for S-34 was $12.50. That made my VG8 worth 
$100. I knew that was too low. But still, I began to feel that I may have made a 
mistake . 

A week later I took the S-34 to a small show. Another EAC member was very 
interested in it. After some discussion, I offered it to him for $350. But he 
felt that was too high. 'Someone might pay that much,' but it sounded too high to 
him. Eventually, we agreed on a price of $325, but I don't think either of us felt 
comfortable about the transaction. Much later, I would learn that the S-34, even 
at that time, was worth the better part of a thousand dollars. Just not many people 
had that information. 

This was some years before the publication of "Copper Quotes by Robinson." 

There were a few people across the country who had a pretty good idea of cent values 
for the scarcer varieties. If you had been a long-time member of EAC, you could 
put together a good condition census by looking through back issues of Penny-Wise . 

If you subscribed to all the major auction firms' catalogs and had access to a good 
numismatic book dealer, you could build a good reference library. Of course, this 
required a financial investment many new collectors simply couldn't afford. Even 
if you could afford it, the time and effort required made it impossible for most. 

I'm glad that Jack has decided to continue the publication of CQR. I believe 
everyone would agree that it serves a useful purpose. Besides, I don't want anyone 
else to have to experience that feeling of the cherry turning into the cherry pit. 
Building a collection of Early Copper is hard enough as it is. 


************* 
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COMPUTERS AND RARE COINS 


Pierre Fricke 

As computer technology advances, more and more computers find a place in our 
everyday lives. This has occurred in coin collecting and dealing as well. From 
the dealer's inventory list to the collector's collection, data about our coins is 
being stored and manipulated by computers. 

Many of us are familiar with the personal computer revolution. We have seen 
the dealers with computers at coin shows. These machines are primarily being used 
for "elementary" data processing. What I mean is that the computer is aiding these 
people in the traditional way — inventory control, word processing, spreadsheets (for 
accounting and business purposes), databases containing customer lists, etc. The 
computer greatly increases productivity in these areas; however, there is nothing 
really new about this type of computing (it has been going on for 25 years, only the 
entry price has fallen) . 

I am going to focus on the future potential of computing and how it may relate 
to coins. This includes advanced graphics, scanning technology, and computer 
communications . 

Currently, for under $3,000, a computer can be acquired with a fairly high- 
resolution color display. However, outside of business graphics (bar and pie 
charts, slide making) , these displays do not have enough resolution to actually 
produce high-quality images of coins. But waiti If the trends of the past few 
years are projected forward, the cost of high-resolution displays should continue 
to fall and the quality of the picture (resolution) that these displays produce 
should continue to rise. 

Additionally, inexpensive digitizers are now available for personal computer 
users. A digitizer is a device that, when passed over an object or picture, pro- 
duces a computer image. Like the displays discussed in the previous paragraph, 
lower cost, higher quality digitzers will be available to the PC user. 

There are several possible uses of the previously discussed technology (high 
resolution displays and digitizers) . Many early copper collectors are familiar with 
the art of foil pressing. Foil pressing an early American copper coin produces an 
image of the coin in aluminum foil without damaging the actual coin. The actual 
image in foil is a fairly decent representation of what the coin looks like. Now 
put yourself into the future a few years. A display/digitizer combo that can repro- 
duce images of coins on the screen BETTER than the actual coin would effectively 
render foil pressing obsolete. I say better than the actual coin because you could 
magnify the image five or ten times, and get as good a picture of the coin as 
using a glass on the actual coin itself. What about color? The equipment we are 
talking about can display hundreds of colors simultaneously from a larger selection 
of thousands of colors] Lighting would not be a problem either. When the coin was 
"digitized," proper lighting should be applied; then the coin's image could be 
viewed, stored, and later viewed without regard to lighting. What about all of those 
foil pressings? They will not disappear instantly. Foil pressing is an art that 
has a lot of warmth and charm. Foil pressings will become scarcer, however. 

Indeed, they may become collectible themselves! 

Fantasy? No, the technology described above exists TODAY] It is just a 
little too 'pricey' for home use now. 
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What about grading coins witb the computer? This will be possible as well. 
Indeed, in the investment coin industry (investment coins are an industry, collector 
coins a hobby}, this will soon be practical. The same technology described above 
makes it possible to store representative coins for each grade and compare coins 
to that database to grade any coin in question. But this technique will not come as 
soon to early collector coins. Wby? Por two reasons. First, the volumes of coins 
in the investment arena are much larger, making this endeavor financially feasible 
in that sector of the coin business first. Second, after the mid 1830' s, the 
differences between the die varieties of any given date become nearly negligible, 
making it much, easier to create a standard database of reference coins. The earlier 
coins (160Q's to mid 1830 's} present a much greater challenge to create a standard 
coin grading database . 

And what about this coin grading database? Hmmm... guess what? All those 
slabbed coins will have to be removed from their slabs and regraded under a new 
computer grading system. Additionally, who is going to create this database? And 
create the software to interpret it? I'm glad I collect and deal in early American 
coins J 

What about computer communications? Already, long distance telephone and 
computer communication prices have fallen dramatically. As fiber optic cables 
(millions of calls per line) complement the older copper cables (dozens of calls 
per line), long distance communication should become even more economical. This 
will allow the transmission of those coin images from seller to buyer, significantly 
reducing returns from overgrading. Indeed, the mail order firms that engage in 
overgrading will be put out of business or forced to rethink their policies! 

We live in exciting times. And the computer revolution has only begun. 

Personal computers, which a few years ago cost thousands of dollars, can now be 
had for hundreds of dollars, making them affordable to almost everyone. As tech- 
nology continues to evolve, these machines will be able to do more, do it more 
cheaply, and be easier to learn. 

■kiricicic'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Editor's Note : Through an oversight, the following letter was inadvertently omitted 

from the July P-W. 

Bob Lomprey writes, 

Jeffrey R. Lomprey was married to Wanda Marie Berge on Saturday, May 21, 1988 in 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin. Jeff is EAC #1035, and his dad. Bob Jr. is EAC #2330. 
Grandpa Bob, Sr. is #1845. Perhaps someday, a fourth generation shiny new copper? 

I have not as yet received it, but Phil Ralls is sending the 1853 N-4, finest known, 
as per his advertisement in the May issue of P-W . Happy Day, as that one is a real 
'toughie' in MS. Although many copper varieties fall into the coramon/scarce category, 
some of the 'easy' ones are near R8 in MS! I also got the 1853 N-23, tied for 
finest known, from Chris McCawley, which also fits into the above although it is R5, 
even in lower grades. 

The only fault I can find with P-W, is it is not issued frequently enough! I always 
am very eager to receive the next issue, and it is always worth the wait. 
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Gary Trudgen writes. 


I read with interest the letter to the editor from C. Richard Vitale in the July 
issue of Penny-Wise concerning my article "It's Machin's Mills, Not Machin's Mill. 

I heartily agree with Mr. Vitale's pronunciation of Thomas Machin's last name. I've 
done some research in this area and I have a high confidence level that Thomas 
Machin himself pronounced it this way. Today, you do hear all sorts of pronuncia- 
tions in use. Interestingly, people in Machin's day also had trouble pronouncing 
his last name because you find his name phonetically spelled differently in various 
contemporary writings. 

I found Mr. Vitale's discussion of the regional (New England) usage of the word 
"mill" to be pointless. The bottom line is simply this. What did Thomas Machin 
and his associates call his grist mill and saw mill complex? The two indentures, 
as referenced in my article, clearly show that they used the plural - mills. ^ 

Thus, we should also use their terminology. "It's Machin's Mills, Not Machin s Mill. 

Pete Smith writes. 

There has been an ad in both Coin World and Numismatic News for a Jefferson Head 
Cent. They don't mention that it came from the Halpern sale but I recognize it 
from the picture. They describe it as 10-15 known, and say that it is very rare 
and may only come up for sale once every 20 years. But I know that same coin 
appeared at auction twice in the previous two years, and Jefferson Cents have appeared 
more than 10 times in the past 10 years. If I wasn't working on the enclosed 
article I might have written up something in response to the ad. Perhaps I will 
have time for the next issue . 

Mark Borckardt writes. 

Early on the morning of Sunday, August 21, the Collectors Cabinet store was lost 
due to a fire which started in an adjacent laundromat. All of our coin inventory 
and most of our business records were saved. Among our losses were an extensive 
collection of Half Cent and Large Cent foil pressings along with our entire reference 
library. 

Our new address for correspondence is: The Collectors Cabinet 

P.O. Box 1125 
Findlay, Ohio 45839 

Our phone number remains the same: 419-422-7592. 

Anyone having reference books for sale may wish to send a listing to us. We are 
interested in reference works covering any aspect of Numismatics. We would also 
appreciate receiving foil pressings of decent quality Half Cents and Large Cents. 

We plan to reimburse expenses for those who send us foil pressings. 


************* 
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SWAPS AND SALES 


EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. The first 
twelve lines are free. If y°ur ad exceeds 1.2 lines, the EAC Treasurer will bill 
you for your entire ad, based on a pro-rated scale. A full— page ad is $60. Ads 
should be limited to early American coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to 
appear in the November 15 issue is October 31, 1988. All ads must include the 
individual membership number of a current member in good standing. Copy should be 
sent to the Editor, Harry E. Salyards, 606 N. Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 68901. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE ; 

Early American Coppers, Inc., publisher of Penny-Wise , does not examine any of the 
material advertised in Penny-Wise, nor does it review any of the advertising there- 
in. Early American Coppers, Inc. assumes no responsibility or liability for any 
advertisement (or the material described therein) and no party shall have recourse 
against Early American Coppers, Inc. All transactions arising or relating to any 
advertisement in Penny-Wise shall strictly be between the parties thereto. Com- 
plaints concerning advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to the President 
of Early American Coppers, Inc.; complaints may result in the abridgement, suspension, 
or termination of membership or advertising privileges. 


JOEL SPINGARN, EAC #1456 
Newcomb-U.S. Copper Cents 1816-57 $33. 


Loring-Varieties of U.S. L/C 32. 
Fuld-Civil War Store Cards 40. 
Cohen-American Half Cents 2nd Ed. 24. 
Durst-EAC Anthology 35. 
Durst-Comp. Guide Amer. Col. Coins 15. 
Maris-Coins of NJ, high quality 

hardcover reprint 39. 
Maris-Coins of NJ softcover 17. 


W. Redding, CT 06896 


Ryder-Colonial Coins of VT. $ 8. 
Ryder-Copper Coins of Mass. 5. 
Lapp & Silberman-U.S. L/C 39. 
Crosby-Early Coins of America 35. 
Miller-State Coinage of Conn. 22. 
Breen-Encyc. of U.S. Half Cents 46. 
New Jersey High qual. plate only 8. 
Grellman/Reiver Attrib. Guide for 

U.S. L/C 1840-1857 53. 


************* 

39 Beeholm Rd. 


Shipping $3 for first book, $1 each additional book. Free Large Cent Price List 
Available on Request. 


************* 

MAX PHIPPS, EAC #409 27703 Quincy Street Castaic, CA 91384 

********************************* *CATAL0GS FOR SALE* ***** * ************************* 

All mint with photocopy of P.R. Add $2 for postage. 


Milton A. Holmes Sale, Stack's 10/60 $15.00 
Tom Morley Sale, Cape Kennedy Medals 12/75 10.00 
EAC Sale, Pine Tree 2/75 75.00 
EAC Sale, Pine Tree 3/76 10.00 
Garrett Collection III, Bowers & Ruddy 10/80 7.50 
Oscar J. Pearl Fixed Price List, Numismatic Gallery 1944 10.00 


************* 
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American Half Cents 


The Little Half Sisters 


by Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 

EAC #188 

The d efinitive text of Half Cents for both beginner and advanced collectors. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: -Certified Public Accountant 

-Historian 

-Collector of U.S. copper coins for 38 years 
-Specialist in Half Cents 


ABOUT THE BOOK: -Clear 

-Concise 

-Succinct 


FEATURING: 

-The accepted numbering system for variety identification 

-All j#iotos are condition census coins - NO COMPOSITES 

-Enlarged photos of both the obverse and reverse 

-Realistic rarity evaluations for each variety 

-Sections on "The History of Half Cent Collecting" and 
"The Art of Acquiring Half Cents" 

-Proofs - a new, realistic approach to time of issue, not merely listed 
in date order 

A quality book with discipline and scholarship, to be read, studied and enjoyed 


PRICE $35.00 

AVAILABLE FROM MOST BOOK DEALERS 
or 

THE EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR 


Harry Bdelman 
111-37 Lefferts Blvd. 

P.O. Box 140 

South Ozone Park, NY 11420 


Scott-Edelman Supply Co 

631 S. Palm 

UNITC 

La Habra, CA 90631 


************* 
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PIERRE ERICKE, EAC #1419 Box 1716 Round Rock, TX 78680 

BUYING Large Cents, 1816-30 VF-AU and 1840-56 XF-AU. Paying high 
prices for nice coins. Also buying Bust Halves and some early 
date Large Cents and Half Cents. Please write. 

CONSIGNMENTS wanted. Looking for quality Half and Large Cents 
and Bust Halves. Lowest commissions with high exposure to copper 
and half dollar collecting community. 

WRITE for list of Early copper and halves for sale. Better grades 
and varieties as well as entry level material for collectors. 

************* 

BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 P.O. Box 3412 Lake Mary, FL 32746 

FOR SALE: Late date large cents, G-F, average VG. Some have minor 

problems. An inexpensive way to fill those holes or start a collection. 

$6.50 per coin postpaid. 1840 N-2, 6, 10, 12 1841 N-2, 4, 6, 7 1842 

N-1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8 1843 N-2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12 1844 N-1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

1845 N-1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12 1846 N-1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 11, 12, 

18 1847 N-1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 19, 20, 21, 22, 35, 37, 38 1848 N-1, 3, 6, 

7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 28, 29, 31, 35 1849 N-1, 8, 17, 20, 

22, 29 1850 N-1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 12, 13, 19, 21 1851 N-3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 

10, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 21, 30 1852 N-4, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16 1853 

N-1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 13, 16, 18, 19, 22, 24, 25, 26, 33 

Attribution service for late date cents: $1 each plus return postage. 

Fast service; satisfaction guaranteed. Send your late date want list. 

************* 

JIM McGUIGAN, EAC #355 Box 133 N. Versailles, PA 15137 

(412) 247-4484 

COLONIALS 


1787 Mass. Half Cent Ryder 1-D (Ex. 

Norweb) 

1787 

Mass. Half Cent Ryder 

2 -A 

VF-20 

$300. 


EF40 

$800. 

HALF CENTS 

1804 B-6, C-6 VGIO 

$ 55. 

1832 

B-2, C-2 MS60+ 

$350. 

1809 B-1, C-4 VF35 

$275. 

1848 

B-2 PF64BN(PCGS) 

$4500. 

LARGE CENTS 

1794 S-22 F12/12 (ANACS) 

$475. 

1803 

S-249 VF20 

$350. 

1796 S-84 (Ex.B&M, 1/28/88, lot 61) 


1811 

S-287 EF40 

$1050. 

MS60 

$8750. 

1814 

S-295 EF40 

$850. 

AUCTION REPRESENTATION 

I attend most of the major auctions 

and, for 

a modest 

fee, will examine and 

execute 


bids on items of interest to you. 

FREE PRICE LIST 

I have many other coins in stock. Please write for a free price list. 


************* 
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DON VALENZIANO, JR., EAC #783 P.O. Box 223 Hicksville, NY 11801 

(516) 781-7874 

I attend most major auctions, and for a modest fee will represent 
you. Please write or call for more information. 

************* 

JIM YOUNG, JR., EAC #795 7736 Lee Drive Pasadena, MD 21122 


FOR SALE: 1803 

C-2, G(5) 

.$80. 

1801 

S-224, VG(7) . . 

. . .$30 

1800 

S-197, VG(8) . . . 

.$32. 

1802 

S-240, VG(8) . . 

. . .$70 

1800 

S-212, G(4) 

.$25. 

1852 

N-1, VF(30) ... 

. . .$32 


WANTED: Nice and/or Rare New Jerseys. 

Choice G-VG-F Sheldon 99, 103, 112, 117, 118. 

Send for price list of half cents and large cents for sale. 

************* 

WES RUSSELL, EAC #2460 403 South Center Shelbina, MO 63438 

FOR SALE: LARGE CENTS 

1802 S-227, R3, Net F-15; well-centered, medium brown, ex-M & R Auction; $130. 

1808 S-277, R2, Net VF-20; attractive brown planchet, with a few old marks 

and rim bumps; $280. 

1820 N-13, Rl, Net AU-55+; iridescent bluish-brown. Light marks in left 

obverse field. Bought as Unc. Very attractive; $265. 

1828 N-6, R1+, Net VF-20; mottled brown toning; $42. 

1829 N-1, Rl, Net F-15; nice example, rare in grades above VF; $40. 

************* 


JIM NEISWINTER, EAC #1819 302 Fendale St. Franklin Square, NY 11010 


Half cent: 1804 C-8, XF-40, spiked chin, light brown $180. 

Cents: 1800 S-194, XF-40, med/dark brown, late die state, 

attractive 725. 

1814 S-295, XF-40, problem-free, chocolate brown 650. 

1833 N-6^, AU-50, nice 250. 

1852 N-1, MS-63, sharp and lustrous medium brown 350. 


14 day return. All coins shipped postpaid. 


************* 
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RONNIE ADAM, EAC #2426 


P.O. Box 471 


Uxbridge, MA 01569 
Phone (508) 278-5627 


1798 

S-155 

R3 

G-5 

rev. of "96", smooth, sharp date 

$ 65. 

1798 

S-165 

R5 

G-4 

smooth, no marks 

65. 

1802 

S-227 

R3 

VF-20 

small edge bump net F-15 

145. 

1802 

S-230 

R1 

F-15 detail net VG-7 

35. 

1802 

S-235 

R4 

F-15 

cleaned net G-6 

40. 

1803 

S-247 

R3 

VF-25 

sharp, edge bump net F-15 

145. 

1803 

S-248 

R5 

AG3/G4 

smooth, M-umps obv. 

35. 

1803 

S-248 

R5 

VG-7 

Mumps obv . 

75. 

1803 

S-249 

R3 

F-15 

edge bumps net G-6 

35. 

1803 

S-257 

R3 

G-4 

smooth 

25. 

1803 

S-261 

R4 

G-4 


20. 

1816 

N-9 

R3 

VF-35 

nice color and surfaces, edge bump 

100. 

1822 

N-1 

R4 

VF-20 


75. 

1824 

N-2 

R1 

VG-10 

edge bump reverse 

25. 

1825 

N-4 

R3 

F-15 

edge bump net VG-10 

30. 

1826 

N-6 

R2 

F-12 

choice 

30. 

1826 

N-7 

R1 

VF-20 

nice color, edge bumps 

40. 

1826 

N-9 

R3 

VF-25 

choice 

85. 

1827 

N-6 

R4 

VF-25 

dark, no marks 

90. 

1828 

N-10 

R2 

VF-30 

granular, net F-12 

25. 

1828 

N-11 

R2 

VF-25 

choice 

100. 

1829 

N-6 

R1 

VF-25 

choice 

95. 

1830 

N-7 

R4 

VG-7 

net G-6 

35. 

1830 

N-8 

R1 

VF-20 

no marks 

65. 

1831 

N-1 

R1 

VF-20 

choice 

55. 

1831 

N-2 

R2 

VF-20 


60. 

1831 

N-11 

R2 

VF-25 

final stage 

85. 

1832 

N-1 

R2 

EF-40 detail, dark net VF-25 

80. 

1832 

N-3 

R1 

VF-30 

dark, no marks 

100. 

1833 

,N-3 

R2 

VF-30 

net VF-25 

85. 

1834 

N-1 

R1 

VF-30 

choice 

75. 

1835 

N-8 

R1 

VF-20 

type of "36" state 11 

60. 

1837 

N-4 

R3 

VF-30 

choice color, few spots 

50. 

1837 

N-6 

R2 

VF-25 

nice 

40. 

1837 

N-9 

R1 

VF-20 

granular 

20. 

1837 

N-11 

R1 

EF-40 

choice 

100. 

1837 

N-12 

R3 

VF-25 

med . brown 

60. 

1837 

N-15 

R4 

F-15 

nice color, no marks 

55. 

1838 

N-2 

R2 

VF-30 

nice. X-Van Cleave 

60. 

1838 

N-8 

R3 

VF-20 

cleaned 

35. 

1838 

N-9 

R3 

EF-45 

choice, choice 

175. 

1839 

N-2 

R1 

EF-40 

nice color 

125. 

1839 

N-8 

R1 

VF-30 

net VF-25 

50. 

1840 

N-5 

R2 

AU-50 

dark 

185. 

1843 

N-4 

R1 

F-12 


40. 

1845 

N-4 

R1 

AU-50 

sharp strike 

125. 

1846 

N-8 

R1 

AU-50 

choice 

125. 

1852 

N-2 2 

R1 

AU-55 

choice 

150. 

Several of July 

ad still 

available . 



WANTED: 1793 S-1 Ameri "Electro" 

14 day return privilege 


************* 
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JIM LONG, EAC #1687 


1793 

S-2 

G-4 

R-4 

$1000.00 

1793 

S-3 

AG-3 

R-3 

850.00 

1793 

S-6 

FA- 2 

R-3 

200.00 

1793 

S-6 

G-5 

R-3 

700.00 

1793 

S-llc 

G-6 

R-3 

650.00 

1793 

S-13 

G-4 

R-4 

1100.00 

1793 

S-13 

G-6 

R-4 

1450.00 

1794 

S-18b 

FA-2 

R-4 

135.00 

1794 

S-18b 

VF-20 

R-4 

2300.00 

1794 

S-19b 

FA- 2 

R-4 

185.00 

1794 

S-19b 

VG-7 

R-4 

1400.00 

1794 

S-20 

AG-3 

R-4 

300.00 

1794 

S-22 

G-5 

R-1 

70.00 

1794 

S-24 

AG- 3 

R-1 

60.00 

1794 

S-25 

AG- 3 

R-4 

70.00 

1794 

S-28 

G-4 

R-3 

70.00 

1794 

S-31 

F-12 

R-1 

275.00 

1794 

S-31 

VF-35 

R-1 

1400,00 

1794 

S-43 

VF-25 

R-2 

500.00 

1794 

S-44 

G-6 

R-1 

90.00 

1794 

S-44 

VG-8 

R-1 

150.00 

1794 

S-46 

G-5 

R-3 

75.00 

1794 

S-49 

VG-7 

R-2 

120.00 

1794 

S-50 

AG-3 

R-5 

300.00 

1794 

S-51 

AG-3 

R-5 

100.00 

1794 

S-55 

G-4 

R-3 

75.00 

1794 

S-57 

F-15 

R-1 

375.00 

1794 

S-62 

AG-3 

R-4 

90.00 

1794 

S-6 3 

G-4 

R-3 

100.00 

1794 

S-64 

G-5 

R-5 

250.00 

1794 

S-65 

VG-7 

R-1 

125.00 

1794 

S-71 

AG-3 

R-2 

50.00 

1794 

S-72 

AG-3 

R-2 

40.00 

1795 

S-74 

FA-2 

R-4 

50.00 

1795 

S-74 

VG-7 

R-4 

180.00 

1795 

S-75 

AG-3 

R-3 

95.00 

1795 

S-76b 

G-5 

R-1 

75.00 

1795 

S-76b 

VG-10 

R-1 

200.00 

1795 

S-77 

G-6 

R-4 

90.00 

1795 

S-78 

AG-3 

R-1 

50.00 

1795 

S-78 

G-4 

R-1 

65.00 

1795 

S-78 

VG-7 

R-1 

110.00 

1796 

S-81 

G-4 

R-3 

70.00 

1796 

S-82 

VG-7 

R-4 

150.00 

1796 

S-84 

AG-3 

R-3 

50.00 

1796 

S-89 

AG-3 

R-3 

95.00 

1796 

S-91 

G-4 

R-3 

80.00 

1796 

S-91 

VG-7 

R-3 

110.00 

1796 

S-92 

AG-3 

R-3 

50.00 

1796 

S-93 

G-4 

R-3 

75.00 

1796 

S-97 

AG-3 

R-3 

45.00 


Box 3003 

1796 S-102 AG-3 R-4 $ 50.00 


1796 S-103 VG-7 

R-4 

325.00 

1796 S-107 AG-3 

R-6 

500.00 

1796 S-108 VG-7 

R-3 

125.00 

1796 S-109 AG-3 

R-3 

50.00 

1796 S-109 FA-2 

R-3 

35.00 

1796 S-110 AG-3 

R-2 

40.00 

1796 S-111 AG-3 

R-5 

45.00 

1796 S-119 G-4 

R-3 

75.00 

1797 S-120a F-12 

R-4 

225.00 

1797 S-120b F-15 

R-2 

225.00 

1797 S-126 G-4 

R-3 

28.00 

1797 S-131 G-6 

R-3 

60.00 

1797 S-131 VG-10 

R-3 

225.00 

1797 S-132 AG-3 

R-5 

70.00 

1797 S-134 G-4 

R-4 

45.00 

1797 S-136 VG-7 

R-3 

60.00 

1797 S-137 VG-7 

R-3 

55.00 

1797 S-138 G-5 

R-1 

30.00 

1797 S-139 VG-8 

R-1 

90.00 

1797 S-139 VG-10 

R-1 

125.00 

1797 S-143 G-4 

R-5 

100.00 

1798 S-147 AG-3 

R-5 

100.00 

1798 S-148 G-4 

R-2 

35.00 

1798 S-151 G-4 

R-4 

90.00 

1798 S-152 FA-2 

R-2 

20.00 

1798 S-152 G-6 

R-2 

75.00 

1798 S-154 G-6 

R-4 

75.00 

1798 S-155 FA-2 

R-3 

20.00 

1798 S-155 G-4 

R-3 

70.00 

1798 S-155 VG-8 

R-3 

125.00 

1798 S-159 F-12 

R-4 

325.00 

1798 S-163 AG-3 

R-5 

20.00 

1798 S-165 AG-3 

R-4 

30.00 

1798 S-165 G-5 

R-4 

50.00 

1798 S-165 VG-7 

R-4 

90.00 

1798 S-167 VG-7 

R-1 

60.00 

1798 S-168 G-4 

R-3 

30.00 

1798 S-169 VG-IC 

1 R-5 

150.00 

1798 S-173 G-4 

R-3 

45.00 

1798 S-174 VG-7 

R-2 

60.00 

1798 S-176 G-6 

R-5 

80.00 

1798 S-176 VG-8 

R-5 

175.00 

1798 S-177 AG-3 

R-5 

50.00 

1798 S-179 VF-20 R-1 

300.00 

1798 S-181 G-4 

R-4 

40.00 

1798 S-184 F-12 R-2 

100.00 

1799 S-189 FA-2 

R-2 

250.00 

1799 S-189 AG-3 

R-2 

350.00 

1799 S-189 G-4 

R-2 

525.00 

1799 S-189 G-5 

R-2 

625.00 


Baltimore, MD 21229 


1799 S-189 

G-6 

R-2 $750.00 

1800 S-191 

G-6 : 

R-2 

40.00 

1800 S-194 VG-10 

R-3 

60.00 

1800 S-196 

G-5 

R-1 

30.00 

1800 S-196 VG-7 

R-1 

40.00 

1800 S-197 VG-10 

R-1 

65.00 

1800 S-200 

G-5 

R-2 

25.00 

1800 S-201 

G-6 

R-5 

125.00 

1800 S-204 . 

AG- 3 

R-4 

20.00 

1800 S-204 

F-12 

R-4 

210,00 

1800 S-206 

VG-10 

R-4 

100.00 

1800 S-207 

AG- 3 

R-4 

20.00 

1800 S-207 

G-6 

R-4 

70.00 

1800 S-208 

VG-10 

R-3 

100,00 

1800 S-211 

G-4 

R-3 

35.00 

1801 S-219 

G-6 

R-2 

50.00 

1801 S-219 

VG-8 

R-2 

110.00 

1802 S-228 

F-12 

R-2 

100.00 

1802 S-231 

G-6 

R-1 

25.00 

1802 S-231 

VF-20 

R-1 

210.00 

1802 S-233 

VG-10 

R-3 

40.00 

1802 S-238 

G-4 

R-5 

30.00 

1802 S-238 

F-12 

R-5 

200.00 

1802 S-240 

AG- 3 

R-4 

25.00 

1802 S-240 

G-4 

R-4 

35.00 

1803 S-243 

G-5 

R-3 

25.00 

1803 S-244 

VG-10 

R-4 

90.00 

1803 S-246 

G-5 

R-4 

20.00 

1803 S-248 

G-6 

R-5 

45.00 

1803 S-248 

VG-7 

R-5 

80.00 

1803 S-250 

F-12 

R-3 

125.00 

1803 S-255 

VG-7 

R-1 

30.00 

1803 S-258 

VG-10 

R-1 

40.00 

1803 S-265 

AG-3 

R-4 

22.00 

1803 S-265 

G-4 

R-4 

30.00 

1804 RESTRIKE XF 

-40 

250.00 

1804 S-266a AG-3 

R-2 

225.00 

1804 S-266C G-5 

R-2 

325.00 

1805 S-267 

G-5 

R-1 

30.00 

1805 S-267 

VF-25 

R-1 

275.00 

1805 S-268 

F-12 

R-3 

65.00 

1805 S-269 

VG-IC 

1 R-1 

135.00 

1806 S-270 

G-6 

R-2 

30.00 

1807 S-273 

VG-8 

R-1 

50.00 

1807 S-273 

VF-2C 

1 R-1 

300.00 

1807 S-274 

AG- 3 

R-4 

10.00 

1807 S-276 

F-12 R-1 

60,00 

1809 S-280 

VF-20 R-2 

375.00 

1811 S-287 

VF-30 R-2 

550.00 

1816 N-6 

VG-8 

R-2 

22.00 

1816 N-8 

VF-20 R-1 

45.00 
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JIM LONG, EAC #1684 Box 3003 Baltimore, MD 21229 


1816 

N-9 

F-15 

R-3 

$ 20.00 

1822 

N-6 

XF-40 

R-1 

:$250.00 

1830 

N-2 

G-6 

R-2 

$ 15.00 

1817 

N-1 

G-5 

R-4 

20.00 

1822 

N-7 

G-6 

R-4 

10.00 

1830 

N-2 

F-15 

R-2 

50.00 

1817 

N-3 

G-5 

R-2 

10.00 

1822 

N-8 

G-6 

R-4 

20.00 

1830 

N-2 

VF-25 

R-2 

80.00 

1817 

N-6 

VF-20 

R-1 

85.00 

1822 

N-11 

VF-30 

R-1 

85.00 

1830 

N-3 

G-6 

R-4 

25.00 

1817 

N-7 

VG-10 

R-3 

25.00 

1822 

N-12 

G-6 

R-4 

15.00 

1830 

N-4 

G-5 

R-1 

10.00 

1817 

N-9 

F-15 

R-2 

60.00 

1823 

N-1 

G-4 

R-1 

20.00 

1830 

N-5 

G-4 

R-4 

5.00 

1817 

N-9 

VF-30 

R-2 

100.00 

1823 

N-1 

VG-8 

R-1 

35.00 

1830 

N-8 

VF-25 

R-1 

60.00 

1817 

N-10 

VF-20 

R-1 

45.00 

1823 

N-2 

G-4 

R-2 

20.00 

1830 

N-8 

VF-20 

R-1 

40.00 

1817 

N-11 

VF-30 

R-1 

80.00 

1823 

N-2 

VG-8 

R-2 

28.00 

1831 

N-5 

G-6 

R-4 

20.00 

1817 

N-12 

VG-10 

R-4 

30.00 

1824 

N-1 

G-6 

R-2 

12.00 

1831 

N-6 

VG-8 

R-1 

15.00 

1817 

N-12 

F-15 

R-4 

50.00 

1824 

N-1 

VG-10 

R-2 

18.00 

1831 

N-7 

VF-25 

R-1 

50.00 

1817 

N-10 

VF-20 

R-1 

100.00 

1824 

N-2 

G-6 

R-1 

5.00 

1831 

N-7 

F-15 

R-1 

25.00 

1817 

N-14 

XF-40 

R-1 

175.00 

1824 

N-3 

VF-25 

R-3 

75.00 

1831 

N-7 

XF-40 

R-1 

150.00 

1817 

N-16 

VG-7 

R-1 

10.00 

1825 

N-1 

G-6 

R-4 

20.00 

1831 

N-11 

G-5 

R-2 

10.00 

1818 

N-2 

G-4 

R-4 


1825 

N-3 

VF-30 

R-3 

110.00 

1831 

N-12 

VG-10 

R-1 

15.00 


PARTIAL CUD 


60.00 

1825 

N-7 

G-6 

R-2 

6.00 

1831 

N-12 

G-5 

R-1 


1818 

N-5 

VG-7 

R-3 

10.00 

1825 

N-9 

VF-20 

R-2 

48.00 


2 PT 

CUD 


25.00 

1818 

N-7 

VF-25 

R-1 

100.00 

1825 

N-10 

VG-8 

R-3 

12.00 

1831 

N-14 

G-5 

R-5 

25.00 

1818 

N-8 

G-5 

R-4 

10.00 

1825 

N-10 

VF-25 

R-3 

65.00 

1832 

N-2 

VF-25 

R-3 

35.00 

1818 

N-8 

VF-35 

R-4 

120.00 

1826 

N-4 

G-6 

R-2 

8.00 

1832 

N-3 

F-15 

R-1 

25.00 

1819 

N-1 

XF-45 

R-1 

250.00 

1826 

N-4 

VF-25 

R-2 

85.00 

1833 

N-6 

VF-20 

R-1 

40.00 

1819 

N-1 

G-6 

R-1 

6.00 

1826 

N-6 

G-6 

R-2 

9.00 

1833 

N-4 

VG-10 

R-4 

30.00 

1819 

N-4 

G-6 

R-4 

15.00 

1826 

N-7 

VF-25 

R-1 

60.00 

1834 

N-2 

XF-40 

R-1 

235.00 

1819 

N-6 

G-6 

R-1 

8.00 

1826 

N-8 

G-6 

R-3 

12.00 

1834 

N-3 

VF-25 

R-1 

50.00 

1819 

N-7 

G-6 

R-4 

15.00 

1827 

N-1 

VF-30 

R-1 

90.00 

1835 

N-1 

VG-10 

R-1 

10.00 

1819 

N-8 

VG-7 

R-1 

9.00 

1827 

N-1 

F-12 

R-1 

25.00 

1835 

N-2 

VG-8 

R-3 

12.00 

1820 

N-2 

VG-7 

R-2 

14.00 

1827 

N-3 

F-12 

R-2 

25.00 

1835 

N-5 

G-6 

R-4 

15.00 

1820 

N-3 

F-15 

R-2 

20.00 

1827 

N-6 

G-6 

R-4 

10.00 

1835 

N-12 

VF-20 

R-4 

130.00 

1820 

N-3 

VG-8 

R-2 

12.00 

1827 

N-6 

VG-10 

R-4 

18.00 

1835 

N-13 

G-6 

R-4 

30.00 

1820 

N-4 

AG- 3 

R-4 

12.00 

1827 

N-8 

VG-10 

R-3 

25.00 

1836 

N-6 

VF-30 

R-2 

80.00 

1820 

N-9 

G-6 

R-3 

15.00 

1827 

N-9 

VG-8 

R-4 

22.00 

1836 


XF-40 


115.00 

1820 

N-9 

VG-8 

R-3 

20.00 

1828 

N-1 

F-15 

R-2 

50.00 

1836 


VF-35 


80.00 

1820 

N-9 

VG-10 

R-3 

28.00 

1828 

N-1 

VF-30 

R-2 

100.00 

1837 


XF-40 


100.00 

1820 

N-10 

VG-10 

R-2 

10.00 

1828 

N-1 

XF-40 

R-2 

350.00 

1837 

N-5 

VF-20 

R-2 

20.00 

1820 

N-10 

F-15 

R-2 

25.00 

1828 

N-4 

G-6 

R-5 

80.00 

1837 

N-9 

VF-20 

R-1 

40.00 

1820 

N-11 

VG-8 

R-2 

15.00 

1828 

N-4 

F-12 

R-5 

250.00 

1837 

N-10 

XF-40 

R-1 

lOOoOO 

1820 

N-13 

F-15 

R-1 

20.00 

1828 

N-5 

VG-10 

R-2 

10.00 

1838 

N-1 

VF-30 

R-1 

80.00 

1820 

N-13 

XF-40 

R-1 

180.00 

1828 

N-10 

VF-30 

R-2 

80.00 

1838 

N-10 

VF-35 

R-4 

95.00 

1821 

N-1 

VG-10 

R-1 

15.00 

1828 

N-11 

F-12 

R-2 

25.00 

1838 

N-8 

XF-40 

R-3 

110.00 

1821 

N-1 

F-12 

R-1 

20.00 

1828 

N-12 

VG-8 

R-5 

100.00 

1838 


VF-35 


75.00 

1821 

N-2 

G-6 

R-1 

15.00 

1829 

N-1 

VG-7 

R-1 

10.00 

1839 

N-1 

VG-8 

R-3 

225.00 

1821 

N-2 

VG-8 

R-1 

20.00 

1829 

N-1 

XF-45 

R-1 

350.00 

1839 

N-5 

XF-40 

R-1 

120.00 

1822 

N-1 

G-6 

R-4 

12.00 

1829 

N-3 

G-6 

R-4 

15.00 

1839 

N-2 

VF-30 

R-1 

50.00 

1822 

N-1 

VG-8 

R-4 

25.00 

1829 

N-4 

G-6 

R-4 

25.00 

1839 

N-4 

VF-25 

R-2 

35.00 

1822 

N-2 

VG-10 

R-3 

35.00 

1829 

N-7 

G-6 

R-4 

25.00 






1822 

N-4 

G-6 

R-2 

10.00 

1830 

N-1 

VF-20 

R-1 

50.00 







1. Personal checks must clear. Money orders preferred. 

2. 30 day return on all items. 

3. Coins sent to those I know on approval. 

4. Call 301-247-3447 to reserve any item. 

5. Grade number is net. 

6. Thank you. 


************* 
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Superior is pleased to announce 

The Jack H. Robinson 

Collection of Half Cents 
and Large Cents 

1793-1857 

to be sold at auction 

January 29, 30, 1989 


The most meticulously written descriptions and pedigrees ever incorporated into an 
auction catalogue. Every coin is photographed and with numerous enlargements 
depicting die states. The most complete collection of copper ever sold at auction, in- 
cluding every Sheldon number and lacking only a few Newcomb numbers. 

There is a considerable amount of information never before published and a wonder- 
ful complement to the famous Robinson S. Brown, Jr. sale catalogue. 


Superior Galleries 

A Division of Superior Stamp & Coin Co., Inc. 


9478 West Olympic Boulevard 
Beverly Hills, California 90212-4236 
Telephone: (213) 278-9740; 203-9855 

California Auction Company License Number 122 
Mark Goldberg • License Number 106 
Ira Goldberg • License Number 123 
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The Jack H. Robinson Collection 
of Half Cents and Large Cents 

CATALOGUE ORDER FORM 
Please send me the following catalogues: 

QTY. 

□ Softbound Edition. Price: $20 gratis to current numismatic auction 
catalogue subscribers 

□ Limited Edition Hardbound, Price: $50 for delivery 
shortly after sale 

□ Limited Edition Super Deluxe. Price: $175 for delivery 
shortly after sale 

Will include 48-1- photographic plates. 

Place your order today as the Limited Editions will 
undoubtedly be sold out by the sale date. 

□ I would like a one year Numismatic Subscription. Price: 

$40 ($100 value) 

□ Robinson S. Brown, Jr. cataiogue (Sept. 1986) Price: $20 

□ Check enclosed. 

Charge to: MasterCard □ Visa □ American Express □ Diners Club 

Account* Exp. Date 

Signature 

Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

Send orders to: SUPERIOR GALLERIES 

9478 West Olympic Boulevard 
Beverly Hills, California 90212-4236 


(215) 677-2228 
Meadowbrook, PA 19046 


PATRICK NILSON, EAC #2450 


NELSON-ROYCE-ABSHIRE 
One Corporate Center 



BUYING! 

BUYING! 

BUYING! 


BUYING! 

BUYING 




FINE 

VF 

EF 

AU 

BU+ 

Half 

Cents 

(1800-1808) . 

33.00 

50.00 

125.00 

330.00 

650.00 

Half 

Cents 

(1809-1835) . 

25.00 

30.00 

45.00 

95.00 

205.00 

Half 

Cents 

(1849-1857) . 

34.00 

45.00 

57.00 

115.00 

215.00 

Large 

Cents 

(1796-1807) 

80.00 

175.00 

450.00 

call 

call 

Large 

Cents 

(1808-1814) 

100.00 

250.00 

600.00 

call 

call 


More for scarce datesl We buy ALL coins and collections — we pay up to Trends or 
more - we will TOP any legitimate offer! Authorized PCGS, NGC, and NCL dealer. 
Dun & Bradstreet rated. Member - EAC, ANA, PCGS, NGC, etc. Since 1969. 


************* 


WM. THOMAS ANTON, EAC #2369 


P.O. Box 588 Lodi, NJ 07644 

(201) 327-1141 


WANTED : 

ALL ERROR STATE COPPERS : 

Multi strikes, breakages, off-centers, overstrikes, terminal 
states, etc. Please call or ship. 

************* 

MARIE R. MUNSON, EAC #2871 3612 West Sunrise Drive Minnetonka, MN 55345 

******************** CATALOGS WANTED ******************** 

I would like to purchase the following catalogs (with P/R if possible) : 

Robbie Brown sale, Superior, 1986 Van Cleave sale, Kagin, 1986 

Halpern sale. Stack's, 1988 Wyatt sale, 1985 

Starr I sale. Stack's, 1984 Naftzger sale. New Netherlands, 1973 

Starr II sale. Stack's, 1984 

Please write with details and price. Thank You!! 

************* 

KEN SEACHMAN, EAC #2940 927 E. Market St. York, PA 17403 

Office phone (717) 854-9339; Home phone (717) 846-5967 

I am interested in acquiring, for my personal collection, 1794 cents 
in the condition of VG to VF. Will consider rarities in lesser grades. 

PLEASE LET ME KNOW WHAT YOU HAVE AVAILABLE. 

* ************ 
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GARY A. TRUDGEN, EAC #1889 


3103 Chatharo Rd. 


Endwell, NY 13760 


FOR SALE: 1783 WASHINGTON DRAPED BUST - Baker 2, Vlack 13-J Choice 

VF30, Variety without the toga button. Smooth steel grey surfaces. 
Struck about 1820 at the Soho Mint in England in commemoration of the 
end of the American Revolutionary War. $120.00 

Send for a free list of other colonial coppers that I have for sale. 

************* 


DAVID F. FANNING, EAC #2890 P.O. Box 58051 Cincinnati, OH 45258-0051 


************* numismatic LITERATURE ************* 

George H. Clapp: The United States Cents 1804 - 1814. 1941. 

A near-mint copy of the original. Unmarked. $25.00 

S.S. Crosby: Coinage of 1793, Cents and Half Cents. 1933 Hewitt 

reprint. 1 of 100 published with 3 photographic plates. $100.00 

New Netherlands; 41st catalog. Hillyer Ryder collection of Large 

Cents. Sept. 26, 1953. Hand priced and PR list included. $ 60.00 

Pine Tree: 1975 EAC-Connecticut sale. Slightly worn. $ 50.00 

All orders postpaid. All items one of a kind-don 't delay. Thanks 1 

************* 


TOM REYNOLDS, EAC #222 P.O. Box 24529 Omaha, NE 68124 (402) 895-3065 


1794 

C#4a 

R3 

F15 

$850 

Chocolate with choice surfaces. 

1828 

C#3 

R1 

MS60 

275 

Red and brown. Very nice. 

1795 

S-78 

R1 

VF30 

1150 

Brown with choice surfaces. 

1797 

S-129 

R6 

G4 

525 

Dark and light brown with decent surfaces. 

1797 

S-139 

R1 

F12 

175 

Dark chocolate with nice surfaces. 

1802 

S-231 

R1 

F15 

160 

Stemless. Brown and smooth. 

1820 

N-13 

R1 

MS63 

550 

Light brown with choice surfaces. 

1826/5 

CO 

I 

R3+ 

VF20 

130 

Medium brown with nice surfaces. 

1831 

N-9 

R3- 

VF20 

55 

Medium brown with nice surfaces. 

1854 

(N-28) 

R7 

VF20 

500 

Medium brown with smooth surfaces. 8 known 


SEND NAME AND ADDRESS TO RECEIVE FREE PRICE LISTS. 


************* 

ED SARRAFIAN, EAC #1628 9414 Nashville Morton Grove, IL 60053 

WANTED TO BUY: Vermont and Atlee (Machin's Mills) copper. 

I need rare die varieties and/or high-grade 
pieces. I also need the following Connecticut 
copper in any grade; 1787 1.1-VV, 49-Z.l, 50-F, 

52-G.l. Please write or ship with price desired. 


************* 
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S.W. STEPLER, EAC #2608 P.O. Box 119 Chamber sburg, PA 17201 


1818 

N-10 

VF-30 

minute porosity, minor scrape first one of day. 

$110. 

1830 

N-1 

F-15 

Choice brown. Very nice. 

45. 

1831 

N-12/1 

G-6 


125. 

1840 

N-4 

XF-40 

Minor verdigris. 

65. 

1850 

N-3 

MS -60 

Nice brown, E in CENT is heavily dented. 

85. 

1856 

- 

AU-50 

Brown 

125. 


Desperately need: colonials, half cents, large cents, tokens of all kinds, medals, 
early type coins, and especially Medalic Portraits of Washington. Singles, Estates, 
collections. Ship or write. 

************* 


HENRY T. HETTGER, EAC #2349 1111 Army Navy Drive Arlington, VA 22202 

(703) 979-1942 

1816 N-3 R5- Rough VG— 10 net GD-6, brown, lighter highlights $55.00 

1817 N-1 R4 VG-10 Slate, smooth 85.00 

1817 N-1^ R7 for doubling? Sharply doubled. VF-30 net F-12 slate. Ex M&R 175.00 

1817 N-11 R1 VF-30 smooth chocolate, nice strike, many flowlines 77.50 

1819 N-4 R4 F-15 net VG-10. Cleaned, toning nicely 65.00 

1820 N-14 R5 VG-7 Brown, lovely obverse, minor reverse porosity, smooth 225.00 

1822 N-9 R5 State I. VG-7 Smooth medium brown 475.00 

1827 N-10 R5 Scudzy VG, net AG-3 Smooth brown/ green, legible EAC 88:202 119.00 


1829 N-9 R4 GD-6 Intermediate state, 1st & 3rd A open, 2nd closed, smooth bwn 92.50 
1833 N-3 R2 ANACS AU-50 obverse/AU-55 Reverse, lustrous brown, strong strike 350.00 
1835 N-11 R5 ANACS VF-20/20, net F-15, minor rim cut, clear rev. breaks, brown 1,500.00 

Postage $2.50 on orders under $100. 7 day return privilege if not satisfied. Send 
50t in stamps for pricelist. 


DENIS LORING, EAC #11 P.O. Box 363 New York, NY 10101 

1793 S-1, G-4, date very weak, but visible $1375. 

S-13, G-4, everything clear 900. 

1799 S-189, VG-8 1500. 

1804 S-266a, VG-10 875. 

S-266b, VF-30 3500. 

1840 N-2, G-6, 40% off-center 200. 


Also available: 

five big-ticket 

items from the Halpern Sale: 

1794 

S-18b, 

'AU-50' , lot 19 


1794 

S-48, 

'VF-25' , lot 66, 

the Starred Reverse 

1795 

S-78, 

'MS-65', lot 113 


1797 

S-135, 

'MS-67', lot 135 


1808 

S-277, 

'MS-63', lot 263 



************** 
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C. F. 

GORDON, JR., 

EAC #21 P.O. 

Box 1122 



Franklin, 

NC 28734 

1845 

N3 

VF25 

$20. 

Brown 

1848 

N23 

VF20 

$30. 

R4 

1845 

NlO 

VF20 

18. 

Dark brown 

1849 

N2 

VF25 

40. 

R3, nice br . 

1845 

N12 

VF20 

18. 

Brown 

1849 

N19 

VF20 

100. 

R5, tan, nice 

1846 

Nil 

VF30 

20. 

Dark 

1849 

N29 

VF25 

30. 

tan, cut Stat 

1847 

N41 

VF35/25 

175. 

Brown R6 

1850 

N18 

VF20 

25. 

R5,tan scudzy 

1847 

N5 

VF30 

30. 

br. corrosion 

1853 

N23 

VF20 

40. 

Tan, nice 

1847 

N28 

VF20 

30. 

Some pitting 

1851 

N16 

VF25 

60. 

Tan, sharp 

1847 

N38 

VF20 

27. 

Tan 

1853 

N31 

XF40 

500. 

R7, tan, sharp 

1847 

N39 

F12 

25. 

Brown 

1855 

N4 

XF40 

50. 

Br. choice 

1848 

N20 

VF25 

40. 

nice tan 

1857 

N4 

XF40 

85. 

Choice tan 





******** 

***** 





JOHN 

SYPE, 

EAC #841 

211 Eisenhower #9 


Bloomington, 

IL 61701 









(309) 

828-5934 

1794 

S-20 

AG-3+, 

fairly 

smooth, some areas 

lightly porous. 

just 

minute 



bumps and marks; nearly all detail is visible; nice coin for the grade ... $200 . 


1794 S-28 F-15, sharpness of VF-30, very even red and green patination 

as on some ancient coins, attractive 


.$260. 


1794 S-51 Ex EAC '85:52, "Scarce AG3/2 nice med. brown - obv. clean 

smooth just wear - rev. smooth - but several long old scratches 
upper center - rev. peripheries gone - nice low grade. 

Ex CSNA 66:3." $ 90. 

1798 S-155 G-5, nice light brown, large LAMINATION ERROR, metal missing 

right of a line IK to 5K reverse $ 60. 

1802 S-225 F-12, late state, sharpness bit better, gossamer porosity mostly 

on left side obverse, otherwise very clean $ 85. 

1802 S-235 F-12, sharpness of VF, old long hairline scratch on obverse, 

a few small marks, surfaces a bit dull $120. 

1802 S-240 G-6, very nice for the grade $ 45. 

1803 S-245 F-12, sharpness of 15+ , nice surfaces, few marks on obverse, 

small rim bruise lOK $ 70. 

1803 S-263 G-4, late state, really nice for the grade $ 23. 


************* 


DAVID MILLER, EAC #2821 P.O. Box 12 Richmond, VA 23201 

NEW FIND: S-90, R6-, VG-10 detail, somewhat dark and rough. Will sell 

for best offer over CQR, or trade for 1793 Wreath cent in G-VG; S-81, S-84, 
or S-91 in F/VF. Color photographs available. I may be reached at (804) 
323-1520 before 2 P.M. 


************* 
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ROD BURRESS, EAC #109 9743 Leacrest 

FOR SALE: 

JDW series on 1816-1839 cents photocopied from 1976-77 
Penny-Wise issues Approx. 280 pages $19.00 
#4 Soft jeweler's brush $6.00 each 

Jeweler's tissue 4x4 inch Box of 1,000 sheets $6.50 
Xylol - 4 oz. bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips 
Wooden stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 
Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner 2 oz. bottle 
Heavy Duty 28 lb. 2x2 coin envelopes colors WHITE or GRAY 
Box of 500 $7.75 Specify color desired. Send SASE for sample. 

Cotton liners 100 percent soft cotton flannel interior. Fit inside 
standard 2x2 coin envelopes. Send SASE for sample. $17.00 per hundred 
Cast Iron Notary Seal Machine converted to make aluminum foil 
pressings Size small $31.50 
Sulfur ointment 10% 1+ oz. jar $2.25 

Rarity rating and Condition Census update of cents of 1793-1814 

(from P-W 1979-1980 revision by Denis Loring) 33 pgs. $3.00 

Attribution guides for Matron Head Cents 1816-35 .... 37 pgs. $3.50 

Add $1.65 per order for shipping. Shipment by UPS - you must give a street address, 
not deliverable to P.O. Box number. 

WRITE FOR FREE PRICE LIST OF LARGE CENTS FOR SALE. 

Emphasis on coppers with nice color and surfaces. Mostly in the $10 to $100 price 
range. Many choice Middle and Late Dates. Some Sheldons, Half Cents, Hard Times Tokens. 

************* 


Cincinnati, OH 45215 


250 sheets $2.25 
$2.75 

$8.00 per 1,000 
$2.25 


EAC MEMBERSHIP DUES EXPIRATION CODE 



The computer mailing label used to forward your issues of PENNY-WISE to you contains 
your membership expiration code - the PENNY-WISE issue number through which your 
dues have been paid. 129 = November 15, 1988; 127 = July 15, 1988, etc. 

When you notice that your dues are coming due or if you expect to be away at bil- 
ling time, advance payment can be made. There is no penalty if your dues payment 
arrives early — your membership will be extended from the actual expiration date. 
Current renewals are $16.00 per year for 3rd Class mailing, $24.00 per year for 
1st Class mailing. Your voluntary early payment helps reduce EAC expenses and 
eases the administration time of your officers. 

Make checks payable to Early American Coppers, Inc., and mail to Rod Burress at 
EAC, P.O. Box 15782, Cincinnati, OH 45215. 


************* 
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JOE TOMASKO, 

JR. , 

EAC #794 

P.O. Box 388386 

Chicago, 

IL 60638 

1794 

S-24 

G-5 

$160.00 

1827 

N-9 

VF-35 

$280.00 

1798 

S-172 

VG-7 

45.00 

1827 

N-9 

G-4 

7.00 

1800 

S-212 

G-5 

18 . 00 

1830 

N-1 

VG-7 

7.00 

1803 

S-253 

G-5 

23.00 

1835 

n-ih 

G-5 

10.00 

1803 

S-256 

G-5 

15.00 

1835 

N-6 

G-6 

7.00 

1813 

S-292 

AG-3 

15.00 

1835 

N-7 

VG-8 

7.00 

1817 

N-8 

VF-35 

180.00 

1835 

N-15 

G-6 clip 

7.00 

1817 

N-14 

XF-45 

195.00 

1853 

N-11 

VF-20 

14.00 

1826 

N-1 

G-4 

6,00 








* * 

********** 

* 



JOHN 

LORENZO 

, EAC 

#2251 

54 Aqueduct Ave. 


Midland Park, 

NJ 07432 


Bus. phone (201) 460-5943; Home phone (201) 652-6304 
FOR SALE: 

1827 Double Strike Cent, first strike 40% off-center at K-2, 
and weak, with second strike centered. Current dated specimen 
is unique at the present time. CONECA registry number: 

CCL-12, 904; CONECA error type III-E-17. Featured on front 
page of Numismatic News 3/1/88. Price: $250. Reason for 

sale: not an error collector, ready to pass it on to a fellow 

EAC'er. Layaway negotiable. All documentation will be pre- 
sented with the coin: CONECA Registration Certification, ^ 

article, Walter Breen authentication. 

************* 

JOHN GRIFFIN, EAC #1149 1861 S. Youngfield Ct . Lakewood, CO 80228 

Getting out (regretfully!); coins all sold, now books .. .Bargains here! 


Breen: Encyclopedia of Half Cents, 1983, new $42. 

Newcomb: Cents 1816-1857, 1963 Stack's. Virtually new. Abe Kosoff 

sticker inside cover $45. 

Kessler: Fugios, 1976; Betts: Medals, 1970; Durst: Colonials, 1976 $10 each 

Crosby: Early Coins of America, Quarterman, 1974 $15. 

Maris: Coins of New Jersey, 1965 reprint; Low (tokens), 1970 ed $10 each 

Breen: Encyclopedia of U.S. /Colonial Proofs $20. 

Miller: State Coinage of Connecticut, 1962 reprint $14. 


All books in clean, used condition or better. Postpaid. (303) 986-0767. 

************* 

RALPH SERINO, EAC #2763 64 Gilbert Street Malden, MA 02148 

Want to Buy: S-189, 1799 large cent in AG grade. Must have easily 

readable date. Please write with your price and des- 
cription, any problems, etc. 


************* 
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Chris Victor-McCawley 


P.O. Box 406 

Chandler, Oklahoma 74834 



Hope you all have had an enjoyable suramer . By the time you read this I will 
have returned from the Oechsner sale in N.Y. Feel free to call if you would like 
to know what I picked up or just to ask what happened at the sale. Below I have 
listed a few new purchases. If you would like to receive my catalogs of Early 
Copper please drop me a note. I will be attending the Long Beach Convention 
September 29-October 2, St, Louis November 10 and 11, and the Norweb III sale in 
NYC November 13-15. Hope to see some of you there. 

HALF CENTS 


1796 

C-2 

R4 

VG7 

VGIO Smooth chocolate brown with some microscopic 







pitting, few minor scratches, nice for grade 

. .$6200 

1800 

C-1 

R1 

VF35 

EF40 Glossy chocolate, tiny marks, faint stain in 







hair. Sharp strike... 

. .$ 

245 

1804 

C-5 

R4 

VF30 

Choice glossy light brown, problem-free. State V 

. .$ 

650 

1804 

C-1 

R5 

VF30 

Choice light brown, minor marks, with great eye 







appeal. Late state cud K 1-2 rev 

. .$1250 





LARGE CENTS 



1794 

S-3 

R3 

FR2 

Surely one of the worst chain cents extant 

..$ 

195 

1793 

S-3 

R3 

F15 

Much nicer 

. .$4500 

1799 

S-189 

R2 

G5 

G6 Smooth dark chocolate, some marks 

..$ 

950 

1805 

S-267 

R1 

EF40 

EF45 Choice lustrous golden brown, few marks 


675 

1805 

S-268 

R4 

VF20 

VF30 Dark brown and tan, grainy surfaces 

. .$ 

350 

1810 

S-283 

R1 

VF20 

VF25 Glossy brown, some handling marks 

. .$ 

325 

1814 

S-295 

R1 

EF45 

Very choice lustrous brown and gold, good strike 

. .$1450 

1817 

N-12 

R4 

F12 

Choice glossy light brown, scarce this nice 

. .$ 

135 

1817 

N-14 

R1 

MS60 

Lustrous light brown, minor marks, nice 

- .$ 

325 

1819 

N-2 

R1 

VF30 

Smooth light brown, problem-free 

. .$ 

75 

1824 

N-4 

R1 

VF25 

VF30 Smooth chocolate brown, minor marks, nice 


125 

1830 

N-4 

R1 

VF35 

Choice lustrous golden tan, great eye appeal 

. .$ 

145 

1834 

N-5 

R5 

VF30 

LD, LS, SL, VF35+ Glossy light brown, some marks 


625 

1838 

N-3 

R2 

VF35 

Dark brown, minor marks, ex Patterson #1217 

..$ 

65 

1838 

N-8 

R3 

VF30 

Smooth olive. It scratch on face, ex Patterson #1224.. 

. .$ 

60 

1839 

N-3 

R2 

VF35 

Glossy chocolate and tan, ex Patterson #1232 

. .$ 

85 

1842 

N-8 

R1 

AU50 

AU55 Lustrous light brown, rim marks K5 rev, nice 


135 

1843 

N-11 

R2 

AU55 

Choice frosty light brown, ex Halpern #558 

. .$ 

310 

1847 

N-6 

R1 

AU50 

Choice lustrous golden brown, nice....... 

. .s 

165 

1848 

N-16 

R1 

AU50 

Choice lustrous light chocolate...... 

. .$ 

165 

1852 

N-8 

R1 

MS60 

Lustrous light chocolate trace red, ex Halpern #684... 

. .$ 

290 

1853 

N-10 

R1 

AU50 

Close to MS sharpness, recolored, ex Patterson #1324.. 

. .$ 

125 

1855 

N-9 

HI 

EF45 

Choice glossy tan, problem-free, huge knob on ear 

..$ 

125 


Give me a call if you see something you like. 

Thanks , 
Chris 

************* 
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GERRY CHARRON, EAC #2306 


P.O. Box 327 


Bonham, TX 75418 


(214) 583-7765 


1818 

N-5 

R3 

AU55 

$600. 

Dark brown few tint pit spots Net 50 

1827 

N-9 

R4- 

VF25 

$ 40. 

Nice black, rev nick under cent Net 20 

1837 

N-6 

R2- 

AU50 

$160. 

Choice 

olive and red 

1837 

N-11 

R1 

AU55 

$230. 

Choice 

red and brown 

1838 

N-6 

R1 

AU50 

$110. 

Choice 

dark brown 

1851 

N-2 

R2 

AU55 

$ 95. 

Choice 

red and brown 

1851 

N-12 

R3- 

AU50 

$ 80. 

Choice 

red and brown 

1851 

N-39 

R6 

MS60+ 

$900. 

Choice 

early state, 95% mint red, may have been cleaned? 

1852 

N-8 

R1 

MS63 

$500. 

Choice 

95% mint red 

1853 

N-13 

R1 

AU58 

$150. 

Choice 

red and brown 

1853 

N-25 

R1 

AU58 

$150. 

Choice 

red and brown 

1856 

N-6 

R1 

MS63 

$450. 

Choice 

early state, 50% mint red 

(20) 

day return. 

please 

: send 

me your 

want list. 


************* 


LANNY REINHARDT, EAC #2760 23 Elizabeth St. Paterson, NJ 07503 (201) 278-3922 

FOR SALE AS A GROUP; 1794 C-2b 

1795 C-5b 

1795 C-6a (some TAL undertype) 

1797 C-1 (on TAL) 

1797 C-3b 
1805 C-3 

Will entertain offers over $4000. Will provide set of pressings for examination. 
Will also accept 1796 half cent in trade. 

************* 


REPORT OF EAC REGIONAL MEETING IN SCRANTON, PA 


Wayne K. Homren 

On Saturday, August 13, 1988, a regional meeting of Early American Coppers was held 
at the annual convention of the Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists at the Hilton 
at Lackawanna Station, Scranton, PA. 

Ernest Montgomery, M.D., of Natrona Heights, PA, presented a very well-researched pro- 
gram on "The 1811 Restrike Half Cent". Dr. Montgomery detailed the origins of this 
rare piece, how it has been described in the numismatic literature, and the pedigrees 
of the pieces known today. 

Seven members and seven guests attended, coming from Wilmington, DE, and all over 
Pennsylvania: Auburn, Glenside, Lancaster, McKeesport, Natrona Heights, North 

Huntingdon, Newville, Pittsburgh, Scranton, Tarentum, and Whitehall. 


The members present were: 

Richard E. Cross Craig McDonald 

Wayne Homren Ernest Montgomery, M.D, 

Ron Houseknecht 


Jules Reiver 
Craig Sholley 


Guests present; 

John H. Burns John Eshbach Ed Krivoniak 

Charles Culleiton Colin Kilmer Pat McBride 

********* 


Ray Rennick 
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